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GUARDED. 
BY ROSE TERRY COOKE. 
? HERE'S an old story that some legend tells, 
Far floating from the past on rhythmic wings 


Soft as the sea’s faint murmur hid in shelts, ; 
Or mystic anthem that the pine-tree sings ; 


Or, like the dying echo of a bell 

O er lonely fields when day her murmuring stills, 
Tbat haunts the ear, with long vibrating swell, 

And fades away in low aerial thrills. 








A spell it breathes for this world’s dangerous ways, 
A charm more subtle than all other charms; 

‘No devyll shalie have power on thee,” it says, 
‘-1f soe a lyttle childe bee in thine armes.” 


Is it because their pure and loving eyes 
No evil gaze may look upon and live? 

Or, do the faithless flee in shamed surprise 
From those sweet souls that utterly believe? 


Is it the child-like heart that clasps the child 
As fond companion, and as equal friend; 
The heart that seeks its like all undefiled, 
That loves, and trusts, and pardons to the end? 


Is it not rather, O beloved Lord! 

That in that clasp and hold they follow thee, 
Guarding their life with thy most holy Word, 

W ho said’st, ‘‘ Let little children come to me’? 





THE EVANGELISTS IN PHILADELPHIA. 
BY RICHARD NEWTON, D.D. 
I WRITE, by request, a few lines expressive of my 
own impressions of those dear brethren, Messrs. 
Moody and Sankey, and of the work which they are now 
carrying on in this great city. The details of their work 
are reported in the papers every day. I need not dwell 
upon them. The striking peculiarities which mark the 
men themselves have been spoken of, again and again. 
We are all familiar with these. There are three points 
of view from which these men, and their work, have 
most strikingly impressed me; and on each of these I 
wish to say a few woras, 

The first of these is the illustration afforded in the 
work of these men of the essential, practical union ex- 
isting between Protestant Christians. Many instances 
of this might be referred to in connection with this 
movement, A single one may here be adduced. This 
occurred rather in the preparation for the work than 
in the work itself. A part of this preparation was to 
have a class of Christian workers trained and ready to 
go into the inquiry-rooms and render service there, in 
guiding anxious souls to Jeaus, This class was composed 
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of between three and four hundred Christian men and 
women. These were gathered from the different churches 
of the city, known to be in sympathy with the evan- 
gelists and their work. They were the best specimens of 
Christian knowledge and experience that these churches 
could furnish. And when convened together this body 
of “Christian Workers” made up a deeply interesting 
assembly. 

The preparation of these workers was intrusted to 
a committee of four ministers, representing the leading 
Protestant denominations, The Rev. Dr. Breed repre- 
sented the Presbyterian church, The Rev. Dr. J. Wheaton 
Smith, the Baptist; the Rev. Dr. Hatfield, the Metho- 
dist ; and the present writer the Episcopal church. This 
committee met the workers several times for general 
counsel and directions in view of the solemn and respon- 
sible work in which they were to engage. At these 
meetings each member of the ministerial committee 
addressed the workers in turn. There was no concert 
or agreement beforehand, as to the points to be discussed, 
and yet the most delightful harmony prevailed through 
all the ¢xercises. Not one jarring or discordant note 
was struck from the beginning to the end. If a stranger 
had been present, he might have listened most atten- 
tively to the teachings of these mea, representing the 
leading branches of the Protestant church ; and for the 
life of him, he could not have detected the slightest 
shade of diffesence in their teaching. F.om anything 
he saw, or heard there, he could not have told who was 
the Presbyterian, the Baptiat, .tie.Methodi+, or the 
Episcopalian. The watchmen on the walls of Z on were 
seeing eye to eye. They had approached so near to 
Jesus that they no longer saw things in the decomposed 
rays of their separate denominationalism. The pure 
white light that shiaes eternally from the Sun of R ght- 
eousness was sheddiog down its beams upon them; and, 
on that grandest of all questions, “ How shall a man be 
just with Gud?” they were made “ one in Christ Jesus,” 
And whatever helps to bring us thus together in such a 
way is a blessed work, and one on whieh God’s blessing 
must certainly rest. 

Another interesting point of view from which to con- 
template the work of these men is in its influence for good 
on the churches. 

We see several things from which this influence must 


spring. Oae of these is the marked characteristic of | 


these men, If asked to put my finger on this peculiarity, 
I shou'd say it was great singleness of aim, a remarkable 
earnestness and intensity of purpose. And to be brought 
into contact with such men, especially when, as in the 
present case, they are possessed of great magnetic power, 
cannot fail of having a good effect on all about them. 
We hear the song of life pitched to a higher key than 
we have been wont to sing it; and before we know it we 
find that our own hearts and spirits have been attuned 
to harmony with this lofiier strain. 

Then, again, the church in general is receiving good 
from the effect of Mr. Moody’s style of preaching on the 
clergy. The most striking peculiarity that marks his 
preaching, is its simple, direct, practical, unceasing, and 
intensely earnest appeals to the Word of God. And 
gregter conformity to a style of preaching, so truly 
primitive and apostolic, in the pulpits of our land, would 
be an unspeakable blessing to thé church. It would be 
to put aside what the Apostle Paul calls “ the enticing 
words of man’s wisdom,” and substituting for them “ the 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” This is a 
great want of the church in the present day, 

Still further, these evangelists are doing good to the 
church by promoting, on the part of Christian people, a 
more careful and diligent study of the Word of God. All 
the services in which they engage lead to this result. 
This is especially the case with the Sunday morning 
services for Christian workers. I wished, while at these 
last named meetings, that every member of my church 
could have been present, for I was satisfied that it would 
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have done them all great good. I never went to my Lo d's 

day’s work in a better frame of mind for doing it, than 
on the mornings when I had the privilege of attending 
those meetings. What we need among our church mem- 
bers in these days, above everything else, is greater ac- 
quaintance with the Scriptures. And these mien are 
blessing the church by helping to lead Christian people 
on to jurt this result. 

The other point of interest from which te contemplate 
these evangelists and their work, ise, in ‘heir power to 
reach and bless multitudes of men, not reached or bleased by 
the ordinary ministrations of the gospel, This is seen in 
the character of the assemblies they are addressing all 
the time. It is seen in the open acknowledgment of 
pumbers converted at these meetings; and especially in 
the numerous cases of those, lost to their families, or to 
society, and given up to the body-and-soul destreying 
tyranny of strovg drink; but who, through God’s bles- 
siog on their instrumentality, have been “plucked as 
“brands from the burning,” and restored to health and 
hope—to peace, to comfort, and to usefulness. The re- 
covery of one such would be a sufficient recompense for 
all the time, and money, and labor expended in this work 
since these brethren came to our city. But when this 
one comes to be multiplied by dozens of scores of res- 
cued men, of this most hopeless class of all who go 
astray ; and when to this one class are added large num- 
bers of those in every cther class of transgressors, 
brought back to Gcd, through the labors of these evan- 
gelists, L feel, for myseif—whatever otbers may say, or 
do—that I can do nothing else than thank Gud for send- 
ing them here; and pray him to bless them more and 
more while they tarry among us; and then to fullow 
them with his blessing, wherever else it may please him 
to lead them. 


THE SUNDAY BREAKFASTS IN GLASGOW. 
BY J. B. T. MARSH, 
NE thing that Mr. Moody was quite sure to leave 
behind him in every town where he labored here in 
Great Britain was a corps of men and women thoroughly 
incalcated with the love of Christian work. They “ got 
their hands in”—and their heartse—ia Mr. Sankey’s 
choir and in the inquiry-meetings, and they did not 
stop when these special meetings closed. 

A few of these young men in Glasgow were moved to 
make some special effort to reach the lowest poor in that 
city—a class accustomed to crime, besotted by whiskey, 
and very shy of evangelistic influences. The taunt was 
sometimes thrown at them, as they went about this werk 
that their anxiety to do something for the souls of these 
poor creatures would look better if they should try to 
do something for their bodies—thrown, of course, by 
those who did nothing for either. True as it is that 
there is no bread which such people need more or before 
the bread of life, there was a suggestion in the sneer 
which was put to good use. The idea took the shape of 
a free breakfast on Sunday mornings, in a tent om the 
green, accompanied by singing and a little kindly Chris- 
tian talk. At first much solicitation was necessary to 
secure an attendance. Something was hidden, it was 
evident, under such an invitation. If it was preaching, 
they scarcely cared for a breakfast, hungry as they were, 
at such a price. But two or three hundred were coaxed 
in, and week by week the number increased. Then the 
tent proved too small and they moved to the Drill Hall 
near by. 

Ata breakfast I attended om a Sunday morning in 
October, there were full 2000 of these poor folks present. 
It was a sight never to be forgotten. The two sexes were 
about equally represented, in all ages fram seven to 
seventy, each in its own half of the hall. Men with 
matted hair and blood-shot eyes. Some with their shirt 
bands open; some with mufflers about their necks, 
hiding, perhaps, the absence of a shirt. Boys lifting 
their dirty feet-—on which the ekir is peeling like bura 
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pork—from the cold, concrete floor; or thrusting them 
for warmth into their Scotch “ bonnets,” with which the 
Glasgow gamin covers either head or feet as the occa- 
sion requires, Bareheaded, barefooted old hag, some 
with an eye gone, some with jaws tied up, or cheeks 
scratched, as if they had just come from a gin-house 
scrimmage, Young mothers with sickly-looking babies 
at the breast. Little girls with pinched faces and in- 
flamed eyes ;—one lugs in upon her back a lame child, 
almost as large as herself. The illy-ventilated hall is 
crowded, and the air is laden with a poisonous exhala- 
tion that can be felt at every breath. It is a most sor- 
rowful picture of sin and squalor. “ Whiskey,” says my 
Glasgow companion, “ has done it all.” 

No solicitation is needed in these days to bring them 
in. At eight o’clock the backless benches are all filled. 
A choir on the platform, led by a cabinet organ, sing a 
few of the “Sankey hymns.” There is something of an 
attempt at congregational singing—better than some 
churches can boast of. Huge mugs, apparently holding 
nearly a quart each, are passed around, and quickly 
filled with steaming tea, well “trimmed” with sugar 
and milk. Following the waiters with the mammoth 
tea- pots, boys wheel hampers down the aisles, piled with 
sandwiches. The portion for each person is wrapped in 
a separate paper—two generous slices of the best bread, 
with meat or cheese. The women are waited upon by 
young ladies, who come, some of them, from homes of 
the best culture and social position in the city, for this 
Christ-like service. For a little time the scene is as 
lively as at a railway restaurant, The boys and girls, 
especially, eat with a relish that tells its own story. Old 
women carry on neighborly chats in whispers, One 
drinks her tea, but slips her sandwich carefully away, 
unbroken, into a quaint old bag on her arm. A girl, 
with a look of premature care on her face, pushes hers 
into her pocket, as if providing for some one at home. 

When the emptied mugs have been gathered up, the 
tangled threads of attention are slowly drawn in to the 
platform. A half hour or so is spent in singing, prayer, 
and short, cheery, but earnest religious addresses. The 
attention is all that could be expected. Here and there 
one has brought a Bible, in the good Scotch fashion, and 
tries to follow the Scripture reading. The most listen 
in a passive, stupid way. But some give earnest and 
even eager heed. And some faces glow with a light that 
tells of the divine presence. The majority are past all 
probability of rescue. Yet any opportunity to reach 
them is carefully watched, and faithfully followed up at 
other meetings and by personal visitation. Their con- 
fidences are sought ; they are encouraged to make friends 
with any who are engaged in this service. The work 
has its trophies among the adults. And it must be that 
many of these shipwrecked children, especially, will be 
rescued by the lines which it throws out to them. Pro- 
bably many come who are in no need of a charity break- 
fast; certainly the most of them would never need to go 
hungry if they spent no money for whiskey. But among 
the five thousand whom the Saviour fed there must have 
been some who could have provided their own supper. 

The cost of each breakfast—the work of preparing it 
is all done gratuitously—is about $100. So far, no appeal 
has ever been made for funds. The money has come in 
unsolicited, except of the Lord, as fast as it was needed. 
The idea has been taken up in other cities, one after an- 
other, and seems likely to become as permanent and dis- 
tinctive a branch of Christian work as Sunday-schools are, 
In Edinburgh eight or nine hundred are fed each Sunday 
morning. The gentleman who has charge of the service 
is an architect. The proprietor of one of the best 
hotels in the city comes each morning early to make 
the tea. Here children are not encouraged to come, 
Special efforts are made to reach the veriest outcasts of 
the city. On Saturday evenings a company of visitors, 
thread the narrow closes opening into the Cowgate, 
carrying invitations for breakfast to the miserable 
creatures who make up those seething, drinking crowds ; 
and often go their rounds again early on Sunday morn- 
ing, to waken from their tipsy stupor those who have 
promised to come, and to see that they comply with the 
inexorable condition of admittance that is here adhered 
to—that hair shall be combed and faces washed. 

Edinburgh. 


THE CALL TO PRAYER. 
BY THE REV. E. FE. ROGERS. 
SSTTVHUS saith the Lord Gid; I will yet for this be 
inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for 
them; I will increase them with men like a flock” 
(Ezekiel 36: 37). 


_Thus God builds up his church. He might work 
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independently; but he chooses not to do it. He is, 
doubtless, able to dispense the treasures of his grace, 
and send his Spirit to work mightily in unregenerate 
hearts, without the intercessions of his people; but he 
has chosen to connect the praying of the church with 
the salvation of the world. The redeeming Christ says 
to his people, “Share with me,in your measure, my 
vicarious work ; travail in birth for souls; go down into 
your Gethsemane and bear your burden ; blend the agony 
of your yearning for a world’s deliverance with mine.” 

He calls his people to prayer. As the upper-room 
and Pentecost were united, so now the pleading of a 
million closets, and the united supplications of ten 
thousand prayer-meetings must be connected with great 
victories for our American Zion. I want to breathe into 
every pastor’s ear the hint that Moody has no monopoly 
of salvation, All the machinery of salvation and the 
means of converting power are at your command, But 
the power, the power iteelf, is the Lord’s, “Ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you.” Hide not the fact, evade it not; we want the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit for ourselves, and our people 
need it, as the thirsty fields of summer need the rain. 

Let us take the promise, and, boldly, importunately, 
plead it: “If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him?” How many are saying, “ We must have a re- 
vival this winter?” How many fathers and mothers in 
Israel are mourning over the spiritual dearth which has 
prevailed so long? When shall the change begin? 
How shall the longed-for work of grace be secured? 
The most convenient answers are, “ Send for Moody ;” 
“Send for Hammond ;” “ Send for Earle.” 

“ Ah, brethren, let me say it reverently, send for the 
Holy Spirit. Date and subscribe to the message, with 
tears, in your closet; and be sure that the message is 
endorsed by the name of Jesus Christ, and that the plea 
is made in his name, Weare so prone to run hither 
and thither for help, and fall back on an arm of flesh. 
Preaching is impotent till the Holy Spirit makes it 
potent. Our most fervent appeals are utterly powerless, 
until the Holy Spirit uses them. 

Much we need the old-time converting power. Then 
skepticism will vanish, the ball-room will be deserted, 
and the place of prayer will be full; apathy and care- 


lessness will give place to intense anxiety about the - 


soul’s salvation ; tears will bedew the cheeks, and the 
cry for mercy will break from the lips. Oh, for convert- 
ing power! Let the call go forth, with a pathetic, heart- 
breaking earnestness, never known by Moslem tongue: 
“To prayer!” “To prayer!” 


UNPACKING. 


BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


ERY few persons understand thoroughly the art of 
packing a trunk. And that it is an art we are very 
well aware who have watched the skillful manceuvres of 
one accustomed to crowding a great amount of treasure 
into the smallest possible space. She—it is not always 
of the feminine gender, however—knows just what will 
fit nicely in that corner; where that exquisitely ironed 
dress will go without mussing; and without any worry 
or flurry the pile of garments, that seemed dispropor- 
tionate to the size of the trunk, is perceptibly diminished, 
the key turned, the straps fastened, and oh! what a 
weight is rolled off the mind! 

Trunks are like people, the more they have in them 
the better they travel. Better a small valise well filled 
than a great ark with so little in it that everything is 
crowded together and tossed and worried by the remorse- 
less baggage smasher, 

It was easy to be seen that the Hon. Mr. Ringbreaker 
had packed his trunk in a hurry when he left the legis- 
lative halls for the hymenial altar, for his dress-coat was 
a mass of fine wrinkles, such as no beau of respectable 
habits would be willing to wear at any time, certainly 
not on such an important occasion. 

I am free to confes¢ that I am but an apprentice at 
the art of packing, and have a miserable recollection of 
the disaster occasioned by putting a box of tooth-powder 
in the neighborhood of a white bonnet. It was when I 
was an inexperienced traveler, and imagined that every 
trunk would be allowed to stand on its own bottom, and 
failed to appreciate the necessity of tying up and wedg- 
ing fast every movable article. I know better now, 
and have not to record another such catastrophe, but I 
dread packing a trunk almost as much as going a 
journey. 

It is the unpacking L enjoy. Don’t you? Especially 
if one has been across the water, and gathered together 
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a quantity of bric-a-trac ; laces, jewels, art-treasure, oddi- 
ties picked up here and there, that have in them no great 
amount of intrinsic value, and yet are more eloquent 
than many volumes of travel. Even the odor that arises 
from the disturbance of these treasures is sweet in the 
nostrils of those who journey to foreign countries only 
on the air-line of thought. 

There are shells and palmetto leaves from Florida; 
an’ some of the wild rice and grasses that make such 
pry cty ornaments. Butterflies, too, caught in that semi- 
tropical region, and looking like bright-winged blos- 
soms. Then the traveler must stop the business of 
unpacking to recall some adventure brought vividly to 
mind at sight of a bit of coquina; and together we 
laugh and enjoy, until those who stayed at home are 
half-convinced they have been in the good times them- 
selves, 

Ah, but here is a trunk just arrived by steamer from 
Liverpool; the mystic labels still sticking to its ribs, 
and advertising its vagrancy! Rome, Cologne, Miin- 
chen, Stockholm, Paris! How the very sight of those 
dilapidated stamps transports us to another conti- 
nent !—reviving pleasant associations or painful remi- 
niscences, or exciting a longing in the breast of some 
embryo tourist ! 

Even through the salt baptism of the sea we detect 
the faint, exquisite aroma that clings tenaciously to 
whatever bears the mark of foreign travel; whatever has 
come into being under alien skies. Be it ever so small 
a trifle, from any quarter of the globe, it is capable of 
awakening thought and arousing the imagination® and 
even a few dingle-shells from Long Island’s “‘sea-girt 
shore” will speak forcibly of billows and breakers, of 
the roar of ocean, and the sandy beach—old Neptune’s 
key-board—to those who dwell in inland places and 
seldom snuff the salt sea-breezes, 

How the children gather around while you are busy 
Anpacking! and with what open countenances they 
express their admiration and astonishment! Better 
than a lesson in history or geography is your account 
of places you have visited, the people you have seen, 
and the traditions clinging like moss to the old ruins 
whcse photographs you have secured. 

But perhaps you are like a good many people I know, 
better at packing than unpacking. You travel about 
and store away an unlimited amount of knowledge that 
would enrich you more than it does if you had but the 
faculty of imparting it to others. You are like the 
man who literally devoured books and newspapers in a 
sort of hermit-like seclusion. One day he gave expres- 
sion to his enjoyment in a sentence, the irony of which 
he evidently had not the wit to appreciate: 

“Here I sit reading and reading,” says he, with a 
chuckle, “and nobody any the wiser /” Very likely his 
own reputation for wisdom depended on his keeping his 
mouth shut. 

“ A pleasure shared is a pleasure doubled,” and if you 
could but unpack these thoughts and recollections in 
the presence of an appreciative audience what a grand 
illumination there would be ! 

A certain person, of whom [ wot, has spent a score or 
more of years in traveling; has been around the world, 
and met with as varied experiences as usually fall to the 
lot of any migratory mortal. But, bless you! he never 
has anything to tell about his adventures and for all 
the benefit derived by his friends and fellow-citizens, he 
might have stayed quietly at home by his own fireside. 

Another makes short trips, not far from home,-and 
packs in enough fun, frolic, and adventure to make the 
unpacking a doubly-distilled joy. The enthusiam is 
contagious. Never mind if enough has been said about 
“ gush” to check the spontaneous flow of speech ; there 
are varieties of “gush,” and it is very easy for any one 
to decide whether he is entertaining only himself, or 
contributing to the enjoyment of a sympathetic audience. 

Every little incident tells; every observation of the 
character of men, of the peculiarities of individuals, of 
the physical geography of the country, is worth repeat- 
ing to those whom you know will take an interest in 
these things. It seems insignificant to you, but is quite 
the contrary to them, and it is in this way we minister 
to those who are deprived of similar pleasures, 

You may understand how to pack a trunk, my good 
friend, but if you have not learned the art of unpacking 
one, it is worth your while to enter upon that branch of 
study. If an infirmity of speech prevents your shining 
in an oratorical or conversational light, then use the 
pen as a weapon and send us better letters than you 
have been in the habit of writing. Don’t put us off by 
promising to tell us, view voce, of the strangely beau- 
tiful panorama that is passing before your eyes, but 
while the bloom is on, manage somehow to paint it 
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indelibly upon paper even if you have to address an 
imagivary correspondent, 

If you are a natural story-teller there is no need to 
offer you any such counsel; given an opportunity and 
an audience, and you will be instantly reminded of 
something that loses none of its flavor by fre qnent repe- 
tition. 

But (and I know of several to whom this advice is 
applicable), rever get on a platform with an empty 
trunk! If you have hastily gathered together a few 
ideas with the intention of limiting your remarks, you 
will find on opening the lid that everything is hope- 
lessly disarranged, and what you wanted first is the last 
to be got at. The best speaker, teacher, or traveler, is 
the one whe bas packed his trunk so well at starting 
that he can unpack it anywhere, and at avy time, without 
exposing his untidiness or his poverty. 


EMMANUEL. 
Matt 1: 25. 

BY GRACE WEBSTER HINSDALE. 
Wea RCHING for thee, thou great Unseen, 
+) My soul was weary in her quest ; 

I felt thee in thy mighty power— 
Felt thee, my God, but had no rest! 
I knew the great Eternal reigned 
Majestic on his kirgly tlirone, 
Yet clear and cold above my life 
‘The light of all his glory shone. 
But now, oh, joy of joys divine, 
My hidden God stands forth revealed, 
And faith hath kissed the human brow, 
When Deity its glory sealed! 
Warm on my soul’s uplifted face 
His loving smile like sunshine lies ; 
Whilein his Word, with heavenly voice, 
He to my questioning thought replies. 
His band hath calmed the restless pulse 
Which t ld the fever of my life ; 
And gently does his presence quell 
The tumult of rebellious strife. 
Emmanuel my Jesus is, 
Incarnate Majesty, divine,— 
In his strong arms my soul is safe, 
lor I am his and he is mine! 


CHINESE CHILDREN OF SAN FRANCISCO. 

HOW THEY ARE TAUGHT. 

BY MRS. SARAH B. COOPER. 
THE Christian workers of the East, to their praise be 

it said, manifest an eager and growing interest in 

the great work of missions on the Pacific coast. This 
is true in regard to all branches of Christian labor among 
the Chinese. But we purpose, at this time, to reply to 
a large number of earnest inquiries in regard to the 
present outlook of the school for Chinese children, 
established in San Francisco, some six years ago, in 
behalf of the /ittle Chinese who have no religious in- 
struction except that afforded them by our Christian 
people, and who are not permitted to attend our public 
schools, and are too young to be safe in attending the 
evening mission schools, 

The parents of these children have brought their 
idolatry with them to our shores and erected temples in 
our midst, where they take their children, teaching them 
to bow down and worship idols made by their own hands. 
To group these children under more favoring auspices 
and teach them of Jesus, is God’s own work, brc ught to our 
very doors and placed in our hands, that we may bear a 
worthy part in aiding in the conversion of their great 
nation, without exiling ourselves from home and friends, 
and with lessened pecuniary expenditure. 

The school is under the admirable superintendence o1 
Mrs, C. H. Cole, a woman of rare qualifications for this 
important work ; a woman whose large experience in the 
foreign field has served to equip her well for the best of 
service here. The society, under whose auspices the 
school now flourishes, has an efficient board of manage- 
ment, presided over by Mrs. A. W. Loomis, the wife of 
the revered missionary, whose labors among the Chinese 
here for the past sixteen years are familiar to all who 
take an interest in the great work of missions. During 
the year now closing, the school has increased greatly in 
numbers and in prospective usefulness, At the close of 
the Chinese New-year the attendance swelled from 
fifteen to forty-one, a large percentage of this increase 
being fresh pupils, and twenty of the whole number 
being native born. Besides these there are a number of 
little girls who cannot be spared from domestic duty 
that receive lessons at home, For it must be remembered 
that Chinese girls are made to do service while very 
young—even at three and four years they are taught 
little services of utility, To overcome the acquisitive 
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tendencies of parents, whose chief desire seems to be to 
get just as much remunerative work out of children (par- 
ticularly out of daughters) as pessible, much visitation 
has to be done. This, of course, greatly increases the 
arduous labors of the missionary. 

Among the children are many of high promise. The 
visitors at'the school will readily recall little Li Mooeh, 
in her ninth year, who had made such remarkable pro- 
gress as to be capable of acting as Bible-reader on a 
limited scale. She had read the Peep of Day in 
English, and reached the eleventh chapter of the Gospel 
of John, taking the prize gift at Christmas for dili- 
gence, punctuality, and general improvement. She, with 
feer two little brothers (who were also bright pupils of 
the school), has returned to China. Their mother pre- 
ceded them to China on business of some sort, and 
having been prevented from returning by government 
regulations, sent for her children. A meeting for prayer 
and for the exchanging of farewell gifts and tokens was 
held for them in the schoolroom prior to departure. 
Copies of familiar religious books and the songs they so 
sweetly sung were among the gifts presented, and many 
letters of introduction, both in Chinese and English, to 
Christian frieods in China were also prerented. The 


| amount of Christian instruction they retained from their 
| year’s instruction was truly wonderful ; and as “ bread 


cast upon the waters,” leving hearts commended them to 
God. The following letter has been received from them 


| by their teacher, Mrs. Cole, since their arrival in Canton. 


Rev. Dr. Loomis has kindly translated it, preserving as 
far as possible its unique beauty and expressiveness : 

“ Respect/ully the answer to the Foreign Lady is \aid upon 
her bewdoir to meet the glance of her eye. 

“* Your pupils in the 5th month, 13ch day, had already 
arrived at Canton, the capital, and on the same day de- 
parted into the country in perfect health and prosperity, 
and all because of trust in the teacher's gospel. 

“But because your pupils—father and children to- 
gether—have just reached home, we have very much 
business and not a moment’s leisure, and therefore have 
net yet gone to the Worship Hall nor to the Gospel 


| Chapel in the city [Canton] te visit. Most earnestly we 


beg you will not be displeased ! 

“You, lady, will cherish in memory your Li Mooeh, 
and the others. You will ten parts remember and love 
us. You have toward us the heart of father and mother. 

“ We three pupils will take a day and ourselves will 
walk to the Gospel Chapel and the Worship Hall to pay 
respects to each of the teachers, and again to listen to 
the doctrines, which is a delightful prospect. Formerly 
you, lady, taught us pupils, and it was like sitting and 
being fanned by the soothing breezes of the spring season. 

“Your pupils, “ Lt Moorn, 
“AH KAN, 
“ AH SHO, 

“ Together do Kau tan, i. ¢, knock their heads to the 
earth in obeisance. 

“(Quan Shoi,| Emperor | lst year, 7th month, and 9th day.” 

The expression “ten parts ‘remember and love us,” is 
equivalent to our expression, “ you will never forget us 
nor cease to love us!” We must add, in this connection, 
that a recent letter from Canton states that the children 
had visited the mission as promised. 

Space forbids the recital of many other very interest- 
ing details in connection with this important work. 
“ Atung,” one of Mrs. Cole’s first boy pupils, who grate- 
fully remembers her faithful instructions, and whose 
daily life attests their radical effect upon his character, 
has recently brought two of his little sisters to the 
school, and is constantly inducing others to come. 
His home reflects the sweet influences of his school 
training. It is singularly free from the gross vices of 
many other Chinese homes. The mother devotes herself 
to her four little ones ; and her servant girls are given in 
marrisge, when old enough, instead of being sold to the 
highest bidder. May gospel seed, faithfully sown in the 
heart of this boy, take still deeper root, and bring forth 
abundant fruit. 

In reviews of Christian truth, it is rare to find children 
who retain so much, even after long absence—sometimes 
in making the trip to China and back. Every month’s 
experience deepens the conviction that we can most 
effectually reach this great people through the rising 
generation who are receiving Christian instruction, 
Would that the “Old Globe Hotel,” in which this 
school is carried on, with its immense capacities for 
accommodating families, could be transformed from its 
present nefarious condition, and diverted from its be- 
sotted uses into an institution where Ohrist should 
receive “the heathen for his inheritance!” Standing, 
as it does, in the very centre of our Chinese population, 
safe of acceas to the children, and almost side by side 





with a newly-erected idol temple, it would be a monu- 
ment to Christianity, and to his praise who has honored 
us by opening the doors of his treasure-house and grant- 
ing us entrance to this great nation, that we may become 
workers together with him in its evangelization. This 
hotel could be, at once, the rendezvous for families with 
children, the headquarters for Chinese work among chil- 
dren, a Christian school, a chapel, and a home for the 
little ones uncared for elsewhere. What a glorious out- 
look we should then have for this important work! 
This article is written with the fervent prayer that some 
heart pondering over this subject may hear the divine 
voice suggesting a way by which this great work may be 
accomplished. 

And is there not amorg the great army of Sabbath- 
school workers all over the country many who will take 
this work to heart? It is now greatly in need of finan- 
cial aid. Its capacities for usefulness could be enlarged 
a hundredfold if only pecuniary means were at hand. 
It is but one of many missionary interests that claim 
the fervent efforts of Christian workers on this coast. 
But we regard it as second to none in it’ wondrous 
capabilities for good. Through the child we most read- 
ily get access to the parental heart; through the child 
we reach the entire household, and in the virgin soil of 
young hearts the seed takes deepest root, and will bring 
forth bounteous harvests. Remember the Children’s 
Chinese Mission of San Francisco. Letters addressed 
to the president, Mrs. A. W. Loomis, Chinese Mission, 
or Mrs, C. H. Cole, missionary, No. 1401 Taylor Street, 
San Francisco, will receive prompt attention. To the 
prayers and efforts of the faithful we commend this great 
work, 


SPONTANEITY IN CHRISTIAN WORK. 
BY THE REV. L. R. JANES, 


HY is it that Mrs, D—— is always so wonder- 
fully successful in her Sabbath-school class ?” 
is frequently asked. 

“T don’t know,” says ore, “unless it is that she puts 
so much Acart in her work.” Ah, that is the clue to the 
mystery ; only she does not pw/ beart into her work. 
It is always there by virtue of an entire coneecration to 
Christ. There is nothing mechanical about her. Every- 
thing that she does flows spontaneously from her rich, 
genial nature, like sparkling waters from a living four- 
tain. There is no apparent effort. It is her meat and 
drink to do her Master’s work. When she comes before 
her c'ass, her pupils are at once attracted by the power 
of her perronal magnetism, and their attention riveted 
to the lesson as though under the influence of some ma- 
gical spell. Her well digested and carefully prepared 
thoughts are imparted with all the freshress and vivid- 
ness of living verities. Even one of the most indifferent 
in her class is frequently constrained to say, “ Well, my 
teacher believes what she says, any way.” And so, when 
she meets any of her little charge on the street, welcomes 
them to her home, seeks them when astray, or sits by 
their bedside when sick, the same unassuming, sincere 
devotion to their welfare is so apparent that the most 
obdurate cannot long resist. 

There is undoubted power in simple, naked truth ; 
but when it comes in breathing thoughts and burning 
words, from a heart all aglow with devotion to God, and 
love to man, it becomes “quick and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow.” It is clothed with authority. It has the 
divine imprint, and is recognized as God’s word rather 
than man’s. That which affects the understanding is 
not always equally effective in awakening the dormant 
energies of the soul. The dull, cold metaphysical rea- 
soning of the purely logical thinker is, in the majority 
of cases, as ineffectual as would be a cannor, charged 
with powder and bal), but without the spark of fire, 
which, in the twinkling of an eye, renders it a powerful 
engine of war. There is nothing to ignite the heart, 
and rouse the slumbering sensibility. Man must see 
and /vel before he can be truly conscious, He who 
would control that consciousness must address us, not 
merely with the massive enginery of an overwhelming 
mind, but with the outgushing feelings of an overflowing 
heart. Thus he awakens within us a sympathetic bond 
of union, and stirs us up to a consciousness of the frailty 
and yet the glory of humanity. 

Such are the Christian workers, who emphatically are 
needed in this earnest, practical age, consecrated men 
and women, who, like Messrs. Moody and Sankey, Mise 
Smiley and others, are so moved by the Pauline “‘ woe 
is me” spirit that they #s/ find outlet for their over- 
burdene:! and overflowing hearts in the great work of 
redeeming the masses to Christ. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 

{ First Quarter, 1876.! 

2. Jon. 9.—David Anointed King..........00. elbAveescedd } Sam, 16:1-13. 
8. Jan, 16.—David and Goliath... cece ceeeeeeee Lb Bam 17: 38-51. 
4. Jan, 23.—David in the Palace..........0. sooner Sam, 18; 1-16. 
B. Jan. 90.—David and JOnAathan......cccccceccecceeeeeenrees 1 Sam. 20 : 35-42. 
6, Feb. 6.—David Sparing SAUL... ccccsseereesseceeees 1 Sam. 24: 1-16. 
7. Feb. 13.—Saul and his Sons SlAin.........c6.ccceeeeeeceenes 1 Sam. 31:1-6. 
& Feb. 20.—David Established King............cccccseces 2 Sam. 5: 17-25. 
9, Feb. 27.—The Ark brought to ZION 0.0.00. -.-seeeeeeseeeee2 Bam, 6: 1-15, 
10, March 5.—God's Covenant with David................. 2 Sam. 7: 18-29. 
11. March 12,—Absalom’s Rebellion..........cce cccereeees 28am, 15: 1-14 
12, March 19.—A bD@alom’s Death .......-cecccccecceeeeesen sence: 2 Ram. 18; 24-33. 


1%. March 26.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 


— 


LESSON 4, SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 1876. 


Title: DAVID IN THE PALACE. 
GOLDEN TEXT: WHEW A MAN’S WAYS PLEASE THE 
LoRD, HE MAKETH EVEN HIS ENEMIES TO BE AT PEACE 
WITH HIM.— Prov. 16:7. 


HOME READINGS, 


Monday, Jan. 17:1 Sam. 18: 1-16, Davidin the palace. 
Tuesday, Jan. 18:Gen. 4:1-8. Envy full-grown is murder 
Wednesday, Jan. 19: Gen, 37:5-28, Joseph envied and sold, 
Thursday, Jan, 20 : Gg. 41: 14-49, The Lord exalts Joseph. 
Friday, Jan. 21; Matt. 5:1-12. The friends of God are blessed. 
Saturday, Jun, 22: Psa. 87:1-11. The benefits of trusting God. 
Sunday, Jan, 23:2 Cor. 4:8-18. Trials work glory. 


LESSON TEXT. 
{1 Sam. 18: 1-16.) 

1, And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking 
unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, 
and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 

2. And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more 
home to his father’s house 

a. Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved 
him as his own soul, 

4. And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, 
snd gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to his 
bow, and to his girdle. 

5, And David went out withersoever Saul sent him, and behaved 
himself wisely: and Saul set him overthe men of war, and he was 
accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul’s 
servants. 

6. Aud it came to pass as they came, when David was returned 
from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came out of all 
cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, 
with joy, and with instruments of music. 

7. And the women answered one another as they played, and said, 
Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. 

8 And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and 
he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me 
they have ascribed buf thousands: and what can he have more but 
the kingdom ? 

® And sauleyed Dayid from that day and forward. 

10. And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God 
came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the house: and 
David played with his hand, as at other times : and there was a javelin 
in Saul’s hand, 

11, And Saul ces: the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even 
to the wall with #. And David avoided out of his presence twice. 

12, And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lorp was with him, 
and was departed from Saul. 

18, Therefore Saul removed him from him, and made him his cap- 
tain over a thousand; and he went out and came in before the 
people 

14, And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the 
Lorp was with him. 

15, Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself very wisely, 
he was afraid of him. 

16, But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out and 
came In before them, 


EXPOSITION, 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, DD. 


FTER David's brilliant victory over the champion of 
the Philistines, as might be readily supposed, he was 
introduced to the royal presence by one of the generals of 
the army ; and the king in a somewhat protracted conference 
made all inquiries concerning him, doubtless with the view 
of ascertaining how he could most suitably reward and pro- 
mote him. ‘The results of this interview are recorded inthe 
passage selected for 
THE LESSON. 
It gives: (1) Anaccount of David’s rapid promotion and 
bitter persecution in the court of Saul; (2) His great proe- 
perity and sudden reverse. 


1. DAVID'S HONORS (1-7, 12, 14, 16) 


1. The favor of the prince. It would seem that the king’s 
aon had been present during the interview of David with 
his father, and was so favorably impressed with the noble 
bearing, true manliness, and moral excellence of the gallant 
youth, that he took him to his heart at once and entered into 
a covenant of intimate personal friendship with him. As the 
strength and tenderness, romance and pathos of this re- 
markable and singularly beautiful alliance, forms the topic 
f r the next lesson, it need not be dwelt upon now, farther 
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than to allude to the pledges given and received. In the 


East, presents of rich robes are often given in token of 
respect and friendship; and the gift of any article of dress 
worn by the monarch or his heir was the highest honor 
which could be ccnferred upon a eubject (Esther 6: 6-8). 
Jonathan, therefore, gave to David the strongest proof of his 
affection, and conferred on him the highest distinction, when 
he took off his royal robe, his military dress, and his arms, 
and gave them to David. 

How greatly David must have been affected and strength- 
ened by such tokens of deep, personal regard; and how 
readily and warmly would he respond to such a love! It 
was a mutual attachment, and their hearts were knit together. 

2. The promotion by the king. (a.) He was assigned at 
once a position in the royal household, and a high place of 
honor in the court, so that he should not again return to his 
former home and occupation; and, doubtless, all necessary 
arrangements were made to furnish him with whatever was 
befitting hia exalted position and rank. 

(b.) He was employed in offices of trust in connection 
with the government, which he discharged -with prudence 
and fidelity. 

(c.) He was appointed commander of the forces, the high- 
est rank inthe army under the king. Like Joseph, he was 
only second in the kingdom. 

3. The approval of the courtiers. It might have been ex- 
pected that the elevation of one so young, and so recently 
connected with the army over veteran officers who had seen 
much service, would excite personal dislike and official 
hostility; but so amiable was David's dispo-ition and so 
admirable his management of all matters intrusted to him, 
that he was acceptable to all in authority, and won the 
good opinion of those who as a general rule are disposed to 
be envious. 

4, The praises of the people. “ All Israel and Judah loved 
David.” His youth, his personal attractions, his grand 
exploit, his brilliant success as a leader, his rare gifts, and 
his gevial manners rendered him exceedingly popular; and 
the nation was proud of him. 

On one occasion, when returning as a victor from the 
battle-field, he received triumphal honors, according to the 
manners of the age; all along his route processions of women 
met him at the gates of the cities, with music and dancing 
and songs of victory, in which they celebrated his martial 
prowess as superior even to their warrior king. 

5. The presence of God, “The Lord was with him” (12, 
14). All true honor cometh from God. As the Lord was 
with Josepb, and he was a prosperous man in the house of 
his master; as he was with Joshua, and his fame was noised 
throughout all the country, so was he now with David, and 
gave him power and prosperity. David in his psalms ever 
acknowledges that all his advancement came from God 
(2 Sam. 22: 30-36; Pea. 144: 1). 

What a change in the life of the young shepherd of Beth- 
lehem. How great his honor, his renown, and his influ- 
ence; and how trying the reverses which so soon befell him. 


ll. DAVID’S TRIALS (8-15). 


In the triumphal song of the women, in celebrating the 
mighty deeds of David, nothing more was meant than a 
hearty and grateful expression of joy at a great national vic- 
tory. But the language employed seemed to extol the gal- 
lant commander at the expense of his monarch. Saul took 
offense at David’s boundless popularity, and recalling the in- 
timation given him by Samuel, that God had chosen another 
to take his place on the throne, the idea may have occurred 
to him that this young idol of the army and favorite of the 
people was his destined rival ; hence, he says, “ What can he 
have more but the kingdom?” (See 1 Kings 2: 22.) And 
from that day the face of the king was changed toward him. 

1. Saul envies David. He is jealous of his growing popu- 
larity and rapidly increasing influence. And though con- 
strained to employ and promote one so generally admired, 
and eo eminently successful, yet he “eyed” him—that is, 
looked on him with a feeling of dislike, suspicion, and dis- 
pleasure, which at Jast amounted to malignant hatred. 

2. Saul assaults David. This feeling of envy and enmity 
rankling in his mind brought on a violent attack of the men- 
tal malady from which he had already suffered, and in his fits 
of frenzy he “ prophesied” or uttered strange and incoherent 
things. David, perceiving the usual symptoms of the disease, 
took his harp and played, as he had often done, with a view 
of soothing the troubled mind of the king. It seems to have 
exasperated him, for having a spear in his hand, he threw it 
at David with the intention of killing him. This he at- 
tempted more than once. 

David seems to have regarded this attack upon his life as 
simply the effect of insanity, and he remained still in the 
service of the king. 

8. Saul fears David. (a.) “Because the Lord was with 
him,” Saul saw the hand of God manifest in David’s deliver- 
ance from his own violence, in his rare gifts of wisdom and 
valor, and in the high place he held in the affections of all the 
people, and specially of his own son, the heir apparent, who 
were all spellbound in their high admiration of the pious and 
puissant warrior. 
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(6.) Because of his wonderful success, with the view of re- 
moving David from his presence, and it may be of exposing 
him to imminent danger, Saul give him some military com- 
missions which would for a time make him an exile from the 
court, and thereby lessen the power of his magnetic personal 
presence. But so gloriously did he achieve whatever was 
assigned him that he became more and more an object of 
devoted attachment to the people, and of greater dread to the 
monarch, who, though under the power of an evil spirit, 
failed not to see that the Lord was with David. 

It is not probable that David was as yet aware of the settled 
batred of the king toward him, and his malignant purpose to 
destroy him, though he must have been sorely tried by the 
variable treatment he received from him. 


PRACTICAL LESSONS, 


1. Beware of an envious spirit. It is a fertile source of un- 
happiness and crime; an envious person is always wretched. 
Think how wicked it is to be unhappy just because another 
is prosperous or happy. Whenever envy is indulged it leads 
to other sins, First envy, then hatred, then murder. This 
was the case with Saul. Other instances: Cain, Joseph’s 
brethren, Haman, and the chief priests. 

It is a sin into which young people, even children, are 
likely to fall; therefore pray to be kept from it (Job 5: 2; 
Proy. 14: 30; 3: 31; Rom. 13: 13; Jas. 3: 14-18), 


2. Prepare to meet with trials, All must expect them in 
some form, and they often come when and whence least 
looked for. They are a needed discipline to fit us for higher 
duties and attainments. The friends of Christ must expect 
to meet with opposition from the world. Jesus faithfully 
and lovingly warned his disciples of this. Under trials ever 
show a meek and patient spirit. (See John 15: 18-21; 1 
Peter 1: 6, 7; 4: 12-16; James 5: 10, 11.) 

3. Discharge every duty with fearless fidelity. The path of 
duty is the only path of safety. Trust in the Lord, and do 
good ; obedience is ours, the results are with him. To faith 
let us add courage, and ever dare to do the right (Psa 37: 3-5; 
Isa. 58: 14). 


4. Pray for the continual presence of God. To guide, defend, 
and strengthen you (Pasa. 121: 5-8; Job 5: 19; Ex. 33; 15). 

The following stirring verses of Dr. Mcleod are quoted by 
De. Taylor in his David, King of Israel. 


“ Courage, brother! do not stumble 
Though thy path is dark as night, 
There's a star to guide the humble~ 

Trust in God, and do the right! 


‘ Let the road be long and dreary, 
And its ending out of sight, 
Foot it bravely, never weary— 
Trust in God, and do the right! 


* Perish policy and cunning, 
Perish all that fears the light, 
Whether losing, whether winning, 
Trust in God, and do the right! 


‘Some will hate thee, some will love thee, 
Some will flatter, some will slight, 
Cease from man, and look above thee, 
Trust in God, and do the right! 
“ Simple rule and safest guiding, 
Inward peace and inward light, 
Star upon our path abiding, 
Trust in God, and do the right!" - 


PRIMARY NORMAL HINTS. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


\ HILE these hints are sometimes given as converza- 

tions with children, it is hoped that no one will be sat- 
isfied to use them without further study—as they are only 
intended as examples of how teaching might be done. We 
are all dependent on scholars, translators, and commentators 
for the shades of meaning and rendering of facts in Scrip- 
ture; yet every soul must interpret spiritual truth for itself. 

None more than the primary teacher need to study faith- 
fully, to base every truth on divine words, to see to it that 
the “milk for babes in Christ” is pure, rich, unadulterated. 
It is to aseist in such thorough study that so many Scriptural 
references are given, that each may decide how to use and 
recall truth already taught, and to bring something practical 
to bear on child-life. Care is needful not to press the mean- 
ing of S-ripture unduly, and not to use the suggestions of 
another unless after comparison with your own study they 
seem so clear as naturally to become your own; otherwise, 
the best normal-lesson may prove a hindrance and not a 
help to success. 

We have had David in the sheepfold, in the battle, and 
now we have him in the palace. Recall something of the 
first two, and then begin 


THE LESSON OF TO-DAY. 


We had a golden text once which was a prayer of David 
—*“Open thou mine eyes”--What else? If we pray that 
prayer, and then look into the Bible, we shail see wondrous 
thiogs. Was not last week’s a wonder-lesson? What was 
strange? Is there anything in your new Christmas story- 
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books, or fairy-tales, half as wonderful? And yet our lesson- 
wonders are every word true. 

In to-day’s lesson, God s Word helps us to see into three 
hearts. Who looks on the heart? How can we know what 
is in the hearts of other people? Jesus said, “ By their 
fruits ye shall know them.” So, because the Bible tells of 
their actions, we can see something in the hearts of three 
men who lived nearly three thousand years ago. 

Make three hearts on the blackboard. One of these be- 
longed toa young min named Jonathan, the eon of King 
Sanl. His name means gift of God. He was loved and 
trusted by his father, a brave leader in his army. We are 
told that “the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of 
David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.” What 
does it mean to be knit together? That by Jove their hearts 
were as closely woven together as the one thread is woven 
through and through in every stitch of your mother’s knit- 
tng or crochet work. When the Bible tells how Jacob 
loved his youngest son, it says, “ His life was bound up in the 
life of the lad.” So the hearts of David and Jonathan were 
bound together by love. In two of the hearts write 

LOVE. 

They lived together; after David killed Goliath, Saul 
took him home to live in the king’s palace. What kind of 
clothes had David always worn? Do you think the shep- 
herd’s dress would look well and be like the princes’ in the 
king’s palace? 

Jonathan loved David so well that he took off his own 
robe and gave it tohim. He gave him also his own sword 
and his bow and his handsome girdle. In those days the 
men cared more for a fine girdle than a little girl does now 
for an elegant sash or scarf. The girdles were very costly 
and were ofien so made as to have a purse in them. Whose 
son loved David so? It was generous in him, for he was 
the prince and the one who would have been the next king, 
if David had not been chosen. Why did he love David so? 
He admired his bravery, for he himself was brave. 

Tell briefly of his attack on the Philistines at Michmash. 
They both trusted in the same God. When Jonathan planned 
the battle, he said to his armor-bearer, “ There is ne re- 
straint to the Lord to save by many or by few.” He saw 
much in David's life every day to love. Three times in this 
chapter we are told how he behaved. Do you all know what 
behave means? First, he behaved himself wisely ;” then 
‘wisely in all his ways;” then, “more wisely than the 
servants of Saul.” What made him wise? Three times in 
the chapter we have the reason—“ The Lord was with him.” 
In his heart we can write 


WISDOM. 


Do you suppose that David was proud at being raised 
from a shepherd-boy to being the commander-in-chief over 
Saul’s men of war? He obeyed his king; went wherever 
he- sent him; and all Saul’s soldiers and servants were 
pleased with his wise, modest, proper behavior. Is it strange 
that Jonathan and David loved each other? They promised 
each other to be friends forever, no matter what should 
happen, to be true and faithful friends; they called that 
making a covenant or agreement. Connect the two ‘hearts 
on the board, and t }en write on the line 

MADE A COVENANT. 


All the people loved and praised David. Afier some of 
the battles they had a great procession. Did you ever see 
one, when the men in shining uniforms, with bands of music 
and waving plumes and banners flying, marched through the 
streets and everybody looked glad and gay? So they did 
when Saul’s army came back from fighting the Philistines. 
perhaps when David was carrying Goliath’s head to Jerusa- 
lem, and the women came out singing and dancing and play- 
ing on instruments. These are the words they sang, “Saul 
hath s ain his thousands.” Then others would answer back 
singing, “ And David his ten thousands.” Saul heard it 
Do you think he liked it? Oh, no! Two great angry 
giants harder to kill than Goliath got possession of his 
heart. Write 

HATE—ENVY. 


He said, “ What can he have more but the kingdom?” 
He began to watch David with angry eyes, and wanted him 
out of the way. He used to love to hear David play on the 
harp; but after this he wanted to kill his son’s friend, and 
the one who had delivered him from his enemy. Twice, 
while David played, he tried to kill him with his heavy sharp 
«pear called a javelin. He could not, for God wa David's 
shield. Saul knew that and was afraid because God was with 
him. So he moved David away from the palace and instead 
of being over all his men of war, he made him captain over a 
thousand. Was David angry at that? He behaved wisely 
in all his ways and the Lord was with him. 

S-udy the following references and decide what is appro- 
priate for your own class. It is not claimed that what is 
here given is at all typified or intended ia the history; but it 
will be ea-y to turn the minds of children from Jonathan’s 
love, gifts, friendship, to the love of Christ to us. When- 
ever you can lead another mind into constant habits of relig- 
ious thought, naturally connecting spiritual meaning with 
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every-day affairs, you are educating a soul for eternal com- 
panionship with Christ, beginning here and now. 
Jonathan, a true soldier: 1 Sam. 14: 1-25. 
His trust in God: 1 Sam. Ui: 6. 
His love for David: 2 Sam. 1: 26 
Christ's love: John 15:9, 15. 
His gifts: Zech. 3:4; Rev. 3:5 
Made us kings: Rey. 1: 5, 6. 
Given himself: Eph. 5: 2. 
The covenant with David: Psa. 80; 5.4 
To them that love him: Danl. 9:4. 
One in Christ: John 17: 21, 23. 
Love to one another: John 13: 34, 35. 
Wisdom better than rubies: Prov.8: 11-21 
The gift of God: Proy. 2: 6-8. 
How to get wisdom: 2 Tim. 3:15; James 1:35 
Given to Joseph: Gen. 41: 33. 
Solomon : 1 Kings 3: 12 
Ezra: Ezra 7 : 25. 
Daniel: Danl.1: 17. 
Stephen: Acts 6: 10. 
Euvy leads to evil: James 3: 16, 
Cain ; Gen. 4: 4, 5. 
Chief priests: Mark 15: 10 


What was Jonathan’s heart filled with? How did he 
love David? Can you think of any other son who loved 
others bitter than his own life? Did he love those who did 
not love him? Whom did he pray for on the cross? Will it 
change enemies to friends to think of his love? Who can 
change the heart? Recall the weapons of last lesson given 
us to fight the giants of sin. Tell of the robes of righteous- 
ness. 

David was loved and honored by the king’s son. Speak 
of his home in the palace. We may be chosen by the Son of 
the Great King of heaven, to reign with him, to dwell in the 
Father’s house. How was all that purchased for us? Be- 
cause he conquered death and the grave when he gave him- 
self for us, 

What besides love was in David’s heart? His son Solo- 
mon wrote more of wisdom than any one else did. Give 
some of his words about wisdom, and such examples of 
wisdom given, as seem best. But do not fail to tell where 
all may find it—in the Scriptures and in prayer. 

What was in Saul’s heart? The loving John says, 
“Whoso hateth his brother is a murderer.” His brother 
James says, “ Where envying is, there is confusion and every 
evil work.” Who killed his brother long ago? Why? Hate 
and envy began to be murder, in the evil work of Cain; and 
so they helped to crucify Jesus, for Pilate knew it was for 
envy that the chief priests delivered Jesus up to him. 

Which of these hearts do you want yours to be like? How 
can you make your ways please the Lord ? 

Sing “ Jesus loves even me.” 





BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


V Was knil . . . Seeing that his life is bound up in the lad’, 
e Ae life; it shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not 
with us, that he will die, Gen. 44:30, M. 

Loved him as his own sow .. . We loved him as his own sonl, y. 3. 
... Jonathan, Saul's son, delighted much in David, 1 Sam.19:2... 
And Jonathan caused David to swear again, because he loved him: 
for he loved him as he loved his own soul; 1 Sam. 20:17... Tam 
distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou 
been unto me; thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of 
women, 2 Sam. 1:26... Thy friend, which is as thine own soul, 
Deut. 13: 6. 

V. 2. Saul took him Ut day ... And Samuel said unto Jesse, send 
and fetch him ; for we will not sit down till he come hither, 1 Sam. 16: 
ll... Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said, Send me David thy 
son, which is with the sheep, 1 Sam. 16:19... But David went and 
returned from Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Bethlehem, 1 Sam. 
17:15... And he said, This will be the manner of the king that 
shall reign over you: He will take your sons, and appoint them for 
himself, 1 Sam. 8:11. 


V. 3. Made a covenant . . . In the same day the Lorp made u cove- 
nant with Abram, Gen. 15:18... And both of them made a cove- 
nant, Gen. 21:27... . The Lorp our God made a covenant with us in 


Horeb, Deut. 5:2... So Joshua made a covenant with the people 
that day, Josh, 24:25... And the two made a covenant before the 


Lorpb, 1 Sam. 23:18... In that he saith, A new covenant. he hath 
made the first old, Heb. §:13 . . . Jesus the mediator of the new co- 


venant, Heb, 12:24. 

V. 4. Stripped himself of the robe . . . And Pharaoh took off the ring 
from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in 
vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck, Gen. 41: 
42.., And the king took his ring from his hand, and gave it unto 
Haman, Est. 3:10... He also took up the mantle of Elijah that fell 
from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan, 2 Kings 


2:18. 

V. 5. Behaved himself wisely . . . And David behaved himself e@visely 
in all his ways, v.14... When Saul saw that he behaved Limself 
very wisely, he was afraid of him, y. 15... David behaved himself 


more wisely than all the servants of Saul; so that his name was 
much set by, v. 30... Thou, through thy commandments, hast 
made me wiser than mine enemies, Psa. 119:98 , Whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper, Psa. 1:3. 

V. 6 The women came out... And Miriam the prophetess, the sis- 
ter of Aaron, took a timbrelin her hand; and all the women went out 
after: her with timbrels and with dances, Ex. 15:20... And Jeph- 
thah came to Mizpeh unto his house, affd bebold. his daughter came 
out to meet him with timbrels and with dances, Judg. 11; $1. 

V. 7. Saul hath slain his thousands ... And the servants of Achish 
said unto him, Is not this David the king of the land? did not they 
sing one to another of him in dances, saying, San] hath slain his 
thousands, and David his ten thousands, 1 Sam. 21:11... Is not 
this David. of whom they sang one to another in dances, saying, 
Saul slew his thousands, and David his ten thousands, 1 Sam. 29:5, 
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V. 8. Saul was very wroth ‘. Wrath is ernie), and anger is outrage 
ous; but who is able to stand before envy”? Proy, 27:4... Again 1 
considered all travail, and every right work, that for this a man is 
envied of his neighbor, Ecel. 4: 4. 

What can he have more... And Samuel said unto him, the Lorp 
hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given 
it to a neighbor of thine that is better than thou, 1 Sam, 15:28, 

V. 10. The evii spirit from God . . . But the Spirit of the Lorp de 
parted from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lorp troubled him, 1 
Sam.16:14. And the evil spirit from the Lorp was upon Saul, as 
he sat in his house with his javelin in his hand; and David played 
with his hand. And Saul sought to smite David even ty Gre wall 
with the javelin, 1 Sam, 19; 9, 10 

And he prophesied And he stripped off his elothes also, and 
prophesied before Samuel, 1 Sam. 19:24... And it came to pass, 
when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the 
offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor 
any to answer, nor any that regarded, 1 Kings 18:20... Many wil 
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesjed in th) 
name? Matt. 7; 22. 

V. 1. David avoided out of his presence The wicked watcheth the 
righteous, and seeketh to slay him. The Lorn will not leave him in 
his hand, Psa, 37: 52, 33 No weapon that is formed against thee 
shall prosper, Isa. 54: 17 


V.12. Saul w 18 afraid of David . . . When Saul saw that he behaved 


himself very wisely he was afraid of him, v.15... And Saul was yet 
more afraid of David, v. 20 Phe fear of the wicked, it shall come 
upon him, Proy. 10: 4 


The LORD was with him The Spirit of the Lonp came upon 
David from that day forward,1 Sam, 16; 13... . And the Lorp is with 
him, 1 Sam. 16: 18... And Saul said unto David, Go, and the Lorp 
be with thee, 1 Sam. 17: 37... And the Lorp be with thee, as he 
hath been with my father, 1 Sam. 20: 13... . Now, my son, the Lorp 
be with thee, 1 Chron. 22: 11... Arise, therefore, and be doing, and 
the Lorp be with thee, 1 Chron. 22: 16... Lo, Lam with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen, Matt, 25: 20, 

V.13. He went out and came in... But all Israel and Judah loved 
David, because he went out, and came in before them, v.16... Set 
& man over the congregation, which may go out before them, and 
which may go in before them, and which may lead them out, and 
which may bring them in; that the congregation of the Lorp be not 
as sheep Which have no shepherd, Numb, 27: 17... Also in time 
past, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out, and 
broughtest in Isracl; and the Lorp said to thee, Thou shalt feed my 
people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over Israel, 2S8am.5: 2... 
He leadeth me, Psa. 23: 2,3... He ealleth his own sheep by name 
and leadeth them out, John 10: 3... By me ifany man enter in, he 
shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture, John 10: 9, 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY, 


SAMUEL 18: 1.—Knit with—Literally “hound to.” 
The a:me forcible phrase oceurs Gen. 44: 30, of Jacob's 
love for Benj unin.—Speaker’s. 


2 Saw took him.—In Sin'’s better momenta he never lost 
the atrong affection which he had eontracted for David. . . . 
“Ts this thy v ice, my sen David?” .. . “ Bleased be thon, 
my son David.” (1 Sam. 24: 16; 26 25 )—Stunley. 


3. Because he loved him.—None had so much reason to dis- 
like David as Jonathan had, because he was to put him by 
the crown, yet none regards him more. Those that are 
governed in their love by principles of wisdom and grace, 
will not suffer their affeotions to be alienated by any recular 
regards or considerations ; the greatest thoughts will swallow 
up and overrule the lesser.— Henry. 


4 Stripped himself of the robe —To receive any part of the 
dress which has been wora by the sovereign, or his eldest s on 
and heir, is deemed, in the Fast, the highest honor which cen 
be conferred on a subject (see Esther 6:8). The girdle, being 
commected with the sword and the bow, may be considered as 
being part of the military dress, and great value is attached 
to it in the East.—Jamieson. 


Oar Lord Jesus has thus showed bis love to ua that he 
stripped himeelf to clothe us; he did more than Jonathan, 
he clothed himself with our rags, whreas Jonathan did pot 
rut on Davyid’s.—Henry. 


5 Betaved himself wisely. —lt was that peculiar Jewish 
caution which has been compared to the sagacity of a 
hunted animal, such as is remarked in Jacob, and afterward 
ia the persecuted Israelites of the middle ages.—Stanley. 


6. When David was returned —This song, though placed 
afterward, was aung before Duvid’s alvancement, relaced in 
verse 5 —DPvol. 


With instruments of music.—According to some, a triangle ; 
others, a harp with three strings.— Prof. Lee. 
7. Answered one another.—S ing alternately, responsively.— 


Dathe. 


His ten th wsands.— As it cannot literally be true that Sant 
had slain thousands, and David ten thousands; it would 
be well to translate this passage thus: Saul hath smitten or 
fought against thousands; David against tens of thousands. 
... The Philistines had drawn out their whole forces at 
this time; and when Goliath was slain, they were totally 
discomfited by the Israelites, led on chiefly by David.—Dr. 
A. Clarke. 


8. What .. . but the kingdom ?—And moreover thia will 
not rest here, they will certainly give him the kingdom — 


Pool. 


He now suspected that David was the p:rson whom Sam- 
uel referred to as his suceessor.— Deutsch. 

9. Eyed David.—Obdserved him with a jealous watchful- 
ness. Jealousy is to this day called the green-eyed monster. 
Nothing like jealousy brings one to unintermitted watchful- 
nes: of another. 


10. The ev.) spirit came.—Thor that indulge themselves 
in envy and uncharitableness, give place to the devil, and 
prepare for the re-eatry of the unclean spirit with seven 
others more wicked. here envy is, there is confuaion.— 
Henry. 


He prophesied.—Abarbin:! thinks, that the mind being 
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disturbed with various rovitig thoughts about his own con- 
dition, and about David, he foretold that David should be 
heir of his kingdom.— Bp. Patrick. 

Rabbi Teeser translates this: “ He spoke foolish thing: in 
the midst of the house.” 


The meaning seems to be, Saul pretended to be praying in 
his family, the better to conceal his murderous intentions, 
and render David unsuspicious ; who was probably at this 
time performing the musical part of the family worship.— 
Dr, A. Qa 


rhe. 


11. The javelin. —The chanith (here translated javelin, but a 
very large and heavy spear) was the constant companion of 
Saul, a fic weapon for one of bis gigantic stature.—GQ. Grove. 


He said, I will smite David.—Had it been followed by a 
fatal result, the deed a. have been a aa act of 
an irresponsible maniac. It was repeated more than once 
ineffectualty, and Saul became impressed with the dread of 
David as under the special protection of Providence.— 
Jamieson. 

12. Afraid of David.—The historian makes Saul’s fear of 
David very pcominent (verses 12, 15, 20). The bitter self- 
consciousness of being forsaken of God and un worthy to 
reign, and arense of David’s superior worth, to which he 
could not blind his eyes, made him the most wretched of men. 

-Cowles. 


13, Therefore Saul removed him.—Sent him away from the 
court, where the principal persons, including his own son, 
were spellbound with admiration of the young and pious 
warrior.— Jamieson. 


Captain over a thousand.—From his subsequent exprersions 
and conduct, it sems likely that the king expected that the in- 
experience of youth might lead David into such errors in this 
responsible public station as would either give him occasion 
to act against him, or would seriously damage his character 
with the people. But if such were his views, they were 
grievously disappointed.— Aitio. 


14. David behaved himeelf wisely.—He did not complain of 
hard meas»re, nor make himself the head of a party, but 
managed all the affairs he was intrusted with as one that 
made it his business to do real service to his king and coun- 
try, looking upon that to be the ead of his preferment.— Henry. 


15. He was afraid of him.—Not because David did wrong, 
but becauee he did right, Saul was afraid of him. Evil doers 
stand appalled before those who are clearly on the Lord’s 
side. If those whom they oppose would only sin as they 
do, the guilty souls would have less fear of them. 


16. Before thom —They did not love him because he went 
ont and came in before the people, but this circumstance ex- 
plains how it was that he was known to them. Had he con- 
tinued to be in Sal's household he would have been little 
known, but as a captain of a thousand he was brought into 
public life.—Speaker’s Com. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


OVING PROMPTS GIVING.—Because Jonathan loved 
4 David with all his heart, he wanted to give him some- 
thing. Love always wants to show itselfin gifts, gifts of service, 
gifts of sacrifice, or gifta of property. Even among savages 
this is true. Indians and heathen islanders make gifts in evi- 
dence,and in assurance, of their love. The Christmas featival, 
just passed, is a season of love; hence it is a season of giving. 
Every little child wants, on Christmas, to give something to 
father or mother, to brother or sister, to schoolmate or play- 
fellow. The person who never gives anything to others has 
no love for others. The deeper and stronger love is, the 
more itwill give or yield to the object of love. A true 
mother would deprive herself of needful food, or take off a 
garment at the risk of freez’ng, to keep her child from 
hunger or cold. A loving son would deprive himself of 
sleep or of property, to secure support to his parents. ‘God 
#0 loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, bit have 
everlasting life.” 


JEALOUSY DESTROYS FRIENDSHIP.—It is not strange that 
Saul, who admired David while he was only a young soldier 
doing good service in the king’s army, came to have very 
different feelings when he found him a rival in the favor of 
both God and man, It is always hard to give up the place 
we have had in the esteem of others. A little child was de- 
lighted to find a new baby brother in hishome. He could 
hardly fiad words to express his joy. But, by and by, 
when he saw how tender his mother was of that baby, and 
how much of her time she gave to it, he grew jealous of the 
little one which had so delighted him, and he came to dis- 
like, and even to hate it. A bright boy who came into a 
pleasant school was for awhile a general favorite. No one 
liked him more than did the best and most popular scholar, 
until that scholar found that the new comer was taking the 
firat place in the hearts of both teacher and scholars. Then 
he disliked the one he before had loved, and he heartily 
wished for his downfall. 


“TueRE IS NO FEAR IN Love.”—Dr, Krummacher, in 
his Parables, thus tells the story of Saul and Jonathan, and 
their relations to David: “One day, on the feast of the new 
moon, Saul, the king in Israel, spoke friendly words to his 
ron Jonathan. The king said: “Tell me, my son, wilt thou 
not forsake the son of Jesse, to whom thy heart clings so 
fondly?” Jonathan snswered: “My father, how could I 
forsake myself and the feelings of my heart? Thus also I 
cannot cease to love the son of Jease.” Then the.king asked 





again: “ \Vhat findest thou so great and #0 nol)'e in the shep 
herd of Bethlehem, that thy heart twineth thus toward him? 
Is it his ruddy countenance, or his music, or the strength 
wherewith he smote the Pailistine? Behold, there are 
many in Israel greater than he in beauty and in might.” 
Then Jonathan answered: “ Let not my father be wroth 
with me. I think neither of his countenance, nor of his art, 
nor of his deeds; I know not why or how, but I know that 
I love him as my own soul.” Then the king was wroth, and 
said, “ Dost thou not know that he will take the kingdom 
from thee, and make himself kiog in Israel?’ And Jona- 
than’s countenance brightened, and he said to the king, his 
father, “‘O my father, let him do this. Is it a great matter 
which of us two reigneth in Israel? For behold, we have 
made 1 covenant before the Lord; and I shall always be 
with him, and bethe next to him.” When the king heard 
these words, his spirit was enraged yet more, and he seized 
his javelin to smite hisson. For he knew not what love 
was, and had no friend in his household. But Jonathan 
turned and went from his presence, and ate and drank not 
on the feast of the new moon, for he was grieved in his soul 
for David his friend, that his father condemned him. 


Gop's PRESENCE GIVES SAFETY.—Because “the Lord was 
with him” no harm could come to David, A little child 
was for a time afraid to be alone in a dark room. Then he 
learned that God was with him in the darkness. Realizing 
that truth, he enjoyed the darkness, and could talk to God 
there. Many who do not feel that God is with them are 
afraid in a thunder storm. Those who trust the Lord as 
their God have no fear from the lightnings. A sense of God’s 
loving presence gives a feeling of eafety alike in any and in 
every place. 

THE SIN AND FOLLY OF ENVY. —The first murder in the 
world was prompted by envy. Irom that day to this envy 
has brought only trouble to those who were envious and 
those who were envied. It was said by the poets that “envy 
dwelt in a dark cave, being pale and lean, looking asquint, 
abounding with gall, her teeth black, never rejoicing but in 
the misfortune of others, ever unquiet and careful, and con- 
tinually tormenting herself.” Socrates called envy “the 
filthy slime of the soul.” Plutarch compared envious per- 
sons to cupping-glasee:, which draw the worst humors of the 
bodies into themselves. Dr.Thomas recalls a Grecian story, 
of a man who was made wretched by envy because a statue 
had been erected by his fellow-citizens to a victor in the public 
games. So powerful was this feeling that he went out night 
after night to destroy that monument if possible. At last his 
efforts started it from its pedestal, and it fell, crushing him 
to death. Another story, to show the results of envy, is re- 
called by Spencer. An envious and a covetous man lived in 
the same city. Therulercent for them and promised to grant 
whatever either should ask, with the coupled condition that 
he who made the first request should have what he asked, 
and it should be doubled tothe other. For some time neither 
man would make a request because he could not bear that 
the other should have more than himself. At length the 
envious man asked that one of his eyes might be put out, that 
his companion m‘ght lose both eyes. “One fiager,” says Cot- 
ton, “envieth not another that weareth a gold ring ; taking it 
for an ornament of the whole hand, yea of the whole body.” 
Says Thomas Fuller: “ Dispossess me, © Lord, of this bad spirit, 
and turn my envy into holy emulat‘on. Let me labor to ex- 
ceed those in pains, who exceed me in parts; let me feed and 
foster, and nourish and cherish, graces in others; honoring 
their persons, praising their parts, and glorifying thy name, 
who hath{given such gifts to them.” Thequestions of the house- 
holder to the envious workmen in the parable of the laborers 
in the vineyard were: “Is it not lawful for me to doas I 
will with m‘ne own? Is thine evil because I am good?” (Matt. 
20: 15). 


OPENING WEEKLY REVIEW. 
FOR SUPERINTENDENTS OR TEACHERS, 
BY JOHN B. SMITH. 
\ HAT book of the Bible are we studying ? 
What book is next before it? 

By what name are the first five books of the Bible, taken 
together, called ? 

Let us together name each of the five. 

Let us do it again. 

What is the next book? The next? The next? The next? 

How many books between the Pentateuch and the first 
book of Samuel ? 

How many books in all precede the book we are studying? 

Let us together repeat the list three times. 

What was the title of the last lessoa ’ 

Whose champion was Goliath ? 

Of what nation was David? 

Of what tribe? " 

Will some one recite David’s words to Goliath. 
recitation should be arranged for beforehand. | 

Mention the weapons of the giant. 

What were David’s weapons? 

Which champion was victorious ? 

By whose help did David conqner ? 


| This 
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Ry whore lielp can we havo victory ? 
Recite the golden text of our last les*un. 
After his victory, before what king was David brought ’ 
What is the title of the lesson of to-day? Its golden text” 
THE BLACKBOARD. 
BY THE REV. J. B, ATCHINSON. 
ONATHAN’S LOVE 
OY OVER DAVID 


EALOUSY OF SAUI 


me Al T HOME 
DAVID FOUND | } FRIENDS 
ROBES 
WE MAY HAVE HONORS 
1d DANGERS 
BY CHARLES T. KISSAM. 
ONATHAN’S LOVE 
EALOUSY OF SAUL 
OY OF THE WOMEN 
t UDGMENT OF THE PEOPLE! 


ARE OF IIIs 
HILDREN 


DAVID F’\\: WITH GOD. | GOD PAKES 
THE ENVY OF SAUL 
BY THE REV. A. J. GORDON. 

HE subtlest and the sorest trait of human nacure is 
envy. It is the dark shadow which the sunlight of 
another’s prosperity casts by falling upon us who are less 
prosperous. And so prone is the human heart to this sin, 
that only those who are so far below us that comparison is 
impossible, or those who are so far above us that jealousy 
would be gratuitous, are entirely beyond its reach. It is 
the one universal folly of human nature. And what- 
ever tint of the Spirit’s portraiture of man may seem 
exaggerated the stoutest defender of human nature 
dare not deny the saying of James, “The spirit that 

dwelleth in us lusteth to envy.” 

How unworthy the provocation, and yet how exactly 
does it correspond to that which most frequently iacites. 
this sia. “They have ascribed unto David ten thou- 
sands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands.” 
Superiority in the same sphere of activity ; greater suc- 
cess in the same enterprise ; this is what poor humanity 
cannot endure. Plutarch tells us that Dionysius the 
tyrant out of envy punished Philoxenius the musician 
because he could sing, and Plato the philosopher because 
he could dispute better than himself. Had he not been 
ambitious to excel in these arts, he would not have been 
envious. So, strange to say, it is always. ‘Phe thing 
which we are striving to do, we cannot endure that an- 
other should do better than we. The chief priests were 
especially set for the promotion of holiness, but when 
that Holy and Just One arose, whose holiness so far 
eclipsed theirs, “ for envy they delivered him to Pilate.” 
When Paul and Barnabas preached in the synagogue at 
Antioch, many Jews followed them; but when the in- 
terest became such that the whole city came together to 
hear the word of God, then, “when the Jews saw the 
multitudes, they were ji/led with envy and spake against 
those things,” etc. 

And is there no danger of this sin to day in the Chris- 
tian church? Is it not possible for one minister to envy 
another who preaches the same gospel simply because 
he sees the multitude following him? How can the 
dignified and accredited Doctor bear to look upon some 
theological stripling numbering his ten thousands of 
converts, while he can number only his thousands ? .How 
can the cultured preacher endure to see some stranger 
with his ox goad slaying his six hundred Philistines, 
while he with his more polished weapon has slain but 
six? Audis it not possible that between churches of 
Christ there may be envy ?—the weak jealous of the 
prosperity of the strong, and the strong jealous of the 
greater spiritual conquests of the weak? ‘“ What,” asks 
the saintly John Angel James, “ meaneth the disposition 
to suspect and traduce each other which is but too 
common among all the divisions of the Christian 
church? If one denomination prospers, are not the rest 
apt to look on with envious eyes because theirs is likely 
to be eclipsed or diminished’ Are not all the little arts 
of detraction most busily employed, and a hundred 
tongues made voluble to arrest the progress and limit 
the prosperity of the rising sect? Such even in Chris- 
tian churches, or rather in the minds of some of their 
members, are the operations of envy.” 

Let us hope that as the love of the Spirit is more dif- 
fused through the body of Christ it will bring forth its 
fruit in that “charity that envieth not.” Let us hope 
rather that we are fast approaching that peaceful mil- 
lennium among the tribes of our spiritual Israel, in 
which “Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah 
shall not vex Ephraim,” 
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FROM OUR NEIGHBORS. 


JONATHAN. THE GREAT-HEARTED. 
Rey, W. A Bartlett, in The National Sunday-school Teacher.) 


REAT-HEARTEDNESS is self abnegation. The 
love between Jonathan and David was unique in 
history. The tenderness, the vigor, the self-denial of 
manly love was never but once so conspicuously illus- 
trated. In the case of |)amon and Pythias, ihe two 
Pythagorian philosophers, no such tests were applied. 
One is said to have taken the other’s place in prison 
when condemned to death, and in full faith of his 
friend’s return, was cheerful until the appointed day of 
execution. His friend returned, and Dionysius, the 
tyrant, was so affected by their love that he pardoned 
the culprit and asked the friends to enlarge their circle 
of affection, and receive him as the third friend in so sacred 
acompact. Jonathan seems to have been fascinated b 
young Davd’s bearing and prowess. After his duel wi 
Goliath Jonathan’s noble soul overflowed with admira- 
tion and warmed at once with affection. Love joys in 
helping the beloved. Jonathan heaped upon David gifts 
—not strange values that had no personal association, 
but his own princely robe and armor. This is so fresh, 
so grand in a king’s son, that it should fascinate our at- 
tention. This love which was confirmed by repeated 
covenants—reaching even unto their children—never 
once waned. Jonathan occupied the most delicate posi- 
tion conceivable. He was heir to the thone—the natural 
successor of Saul—and he was worthy and popular. His 
father, jealous of the rising prospects of David, explains 
to Jonathan that he will be a rival for the crown. This 
envy of David drives Saul to an insane ambition for 
himself and family. Jonathan alone, by repeated de- 
liverances of David from the vengeance of Saul, made it 
possible, humanly, for him to reign. Jonathan even 
tells David that he shall be first and himself second. 
We must look at this on its human, historic side. There 
is no sacred character which blazes forth with so inimi- 
table a splendor. 

What a patriot! Preferring another to himself because 
he believed him fitter to rule. Laying down a sceptre 
for his country. How these United States need a Jon- 
athan! As nice as his relations were to his infatuated 
father upon the one hand, and his loyal friend upon the 
other, he never for an instant was untrue to either. He 
goes out with his father to their final battle, and dies by 
his side on the field. Courageous, great-hearted hero! 
Without a peer in his peculiar traits in all the record of 
noble men! It is a lofiier honor to have made Saul and 
David kings than to have Jeen either of them. True 
manhood is the same in every age. You may be blown 
over the globe in a cloud of steam, or whisper around it 
on a chain of lightning, but modern cunning cannot 
supplant Jonathan’s old-fashioned honor and faith. 
What care I? I have won more gold than Saul’s king- 
dom would bring. All inventive minds have spun my 
theories. I revel in knowledge—analyze stars and cen- 
tral fires, and read destiny in the universe around. 
And yet all this light but makes more heinous moral 
defects. The old heroism—the plain virtue belongs to 
human nature. . 

To be true, to have courage, to love, are great in Jon- 
athan—zreat in you. 


AN ABSOLUTE ESSENTIAL. 
From The Baptist Teccher. 


T is possible, indeed, for a Sunday-school to exist 
without a tsachers’-meeting, as is proved by the his- 
tory of thousands of schools that have existed for many 
a year in spite of the fact that such an institution is a 
thing almost unknown among them. But existence is 
one thing, and efficiency another; and we do insist, 
with utmost emphasis, that, to secure efficiency, a regu- 
lar teachers’-meeting is an absolute essential. 

You need it for the proper preparation of the lessons 
to be taught. In every corps of teachers a very consid- 
erable proportion will be found whose educational ad- 
vantages have been very limited, whose intellectual fur- 
niture is very scanty, and whose knowledge of the Bible 
is ignorance itself. They need such a meeting, beyond 
all question. 

And if there be any who conceitedly imagine that 
their resources are equal to any emergency, you may be 
sure that they need it far above all others; while even 
the brightest intellects, and those most thoroughly 
versed in all that relates to Biblical scholarship,will find 
their interest enkindled, and all their faculties quick- 
ened by comparison of views with even those less gifted 
and accomplished than themselves, even as the best of 
preachers sometimes experience a sort of “ arousement”’ 
while listening to the poorest—the very blunders and 
shortcomings of the latter stimulating their own think- 
ing, even more than a thorough and exhaustive discus- 
sion would have done. Yea, it is positively provoking 
and discouraging to listen to a man, whose treatment of 
a theme is so comprehensive and complete as to make 
you feel that that is the conclusion of the whole matter. 

But not merely for the preparation of the lesson is a 
teachers’-meeting needed. It is absolutely essential to 
that unity of spirit, that thoroughness of sympathy, that 
perfect understanding, that concert of action which dis- 
tinguishes an army from a mob. There is just the dif- 
ference that exists between the skirmishing of bush- 
whackers and the splendid evolutions of a Prussian ba- 
tallion, Co-laborers must not be simply contemporary 
laborers. There must be conference and concord, and a 
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« nsequent coming together, as officers of an army hold 
a council of war, that when the battle is set in order, 
they may intelligently support each other, and by con- 
current action win the victory. The superintendent 
may %e a very wise man, but still he needs not only the 
active co-operation of the teachers, but their constant 
council; and the wiser he is the more profoundly will 
he feel the’need. And the more he seeks their counsel 
the more will he secure their co-operation ; for every- 
body will be more interested in the prosecution of a 
plan, if in its preparation he has had some little hand. . . . 

But reasons multiply upon us, more than we have 
time or space to mention. Enough has been said to 
prove the necessity. The only question remaining is 
the one of possibility. And this ought to be considered, 
because there are many insane enough to argue that the 
regular maintainance of such a meeting is a thing that 
is not possible, We meet this objection with a flat denial, 
because in a thousand schools the possibility has been 
abundantly demonstrated. 

‘“* But it isn’t possible in ow, place.” Well, what sort 
of a place is yours? we would like to know. And why 
don’t you come out of it, as Lot once came with consi- 
derable haste out of another place where a teachers’- 
meeting couldn’t be maintained ? 

“Bat,” you reply, “ our place is not peculiarly wicked ; 
it is only sparsely settled, and so we cannot conveniently 
come together for a meeting such as you propose.” As 
to the “ conveniently,” we have only to say that the 
devil will never allow it to be quite convenient to do 
anything at all for the kingdom of Christ. The heroic 
thing is to do our duty in despite of inconveniences. 
Wherever there’s a will, there is commonly a way. The 
iaconvenience may be lessened by holding it just before 
the school meets, or just after it closes, or just after 
preaching ; but resolve that you will have it somehow, 
anyhow, and you will be surprised to find how the in- 
convenience vanishes in the presence of desperate deter- 
mination. 

Another objects upon the ground that “ Ours is a city 
school, and we have such a multitude of meetings already 
that it isn’t possible to find the tims to hold another. 
There’s a deacon’s meeting or something else on Mon- 
day night, young people’s meeting on Tuesday night, 
lecture on Wednesday night, female prayer-meeting on 
Thursday night, general prayer-meeting on Friday 
night—only Saturday night is left, and would you take 
that also?” 

Well, that ix a programme, and also a pity. Your 
church is evidently drilling for that better world ‘“‘ where 
congregations ne’er break up, and Sabbaths never end ;” 
but we protest that the drill is a little too vigorous. To 
say nothing of the weakness of flesh and blood, your 
families have some claims upon you that ought to be 
considered, and we insist that you have twice as many 
meetings as you ought—that is, if you attend them all, 
which we are very sure you don’t. Better abolish some 
of them as you can, or neglect some of them, as you do, 
but whatever you do, or fail to do, let it be definitely 
settled once for all that, at whatever cost, a weekly 
teachers’-meeting must and shall be sustained. 


THE SECRET OF SUCCESS. 
Rev. J. B. Owen, in the London Sunday-school Teache ] 


ONDERFUL is the power of effectual fervent 
prayer; it availeth much with God and man: 
with God, who loves to hear and honor prayer; with 
man, whom it Ny mgr i arms with the assurance of 
an alliance with the Almighty One. The soldier in the 
field knows nothing of the plan of the campaign,—that 
is his general’s province ; it is the soldier’s duty to march 
and countermarch, and fight it out. And the teacher 
“cannot tell whether shall prosper, this or that;” the 
purpose and the issue is with “the Captain of his salva- 
tion,”—it is our humbler part to work it out, and nothing 
daunted because nothing doubting. 

A favorable au from the accidental flight of a bird 
inspired the classic pagans to fight the more manfully. 
Our zeal should be quickened by the infinitely nobler 
auspices of that Spirit who as a dove descended on the 
person of our divine Leader, and whose overshadowing 
wings are still visible to the eye of faith, hovering like 
the cherubim over the ark of the church, as at once the 
secret of her mystery and mastery. ‘‘ With the Holy 
Ghost, and much assurance,” is the war cry of the devout 
teacher, which makes him a young Samuel to his class, 
for “the Lord letteth none of his words fall to the 
ground,” . 

Pray then for a daily supply of fresh and ever-increas- 
ing and accumulating grace in your own hearts, that you 
may be “examples to your little flocks ”—bell-wethers 
ever tinkling in their ears Zochariah’s meledy of “ Holi- 
ness to the Lord.” 

Pray for a spirit of love to be reciprocated between chil- 
dren and teachers; for light, wisdom, and zeal in them that 
teach, and meekness, docility, and “quick apprehension”’ 
in them that learn. Cultivate the blenen elements of 
unity, peace, and brotherhood among teachers, one with 
another, in honor preferring one another, and entertain- 
ing a common sentiment of affection and respect for 
your pastors, whose hands you should sustain, rather 
than invade their office or embarrass their duties. 

Pray that, whether your children become ripe scholars 
or not, they may be early saints of God, un erstanding 
the precious story of Jesus and his salvation, even if 
there should be little else, in exceptional cases, which 
pe had the capacity to acquire. ake Christ your first 
and ever-prominent lesson, that your order of teaching 
may at once illustrate and obey the Lord’s precedence— 
“ Seek first the kingdom of , and his righteousness ;” 
and all other things shall be added unto you. 

Pray for your children’s preservation, and your own, 
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from the infidel theories, the carping objections, the 
microscopic criticisms, the carnal-mindedness and spe- 
cious immoralities of the day, especially from the many- 
voiced echoes of the old pleas for loitering disobedience,” 
“Ts it not a little one?” 

Pray for the unknown blessings which you cannot call 
by their names. “Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill 
it,” is a promise as fully applicable to prayer for success 
in pious teaching, as for any other edifying gift. 


A GRAND QUALITY. 
UC. Granbery, DD, in The Sunday-cchool Magazine 


ATIENCE is both an active and a passive virtue, a 

doer and a sufferer. Passively, it is an essential ele- 
ment of true heroism. He who cannot endure =a 
is he a good soldier? is he worthy to be crowned? “If 
thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small,”’ 
A strong, robust, masculine, heroic soul is one that can 
stand trial, and not murmur, nor fliach—firm “as the 
anvil to the strokes of the hammer.” He is fit to belong 
to the noble army of the martyrs. 

But patience means persistent activity, as well as en- 
durance. It is the energy that does not pause, does not 
slacken, does not turn aside, but holds on and toils on 
unto the finishing of the task, unto final success. Of how 
many Reubens in the church may it be said, “ Unstable 
as water, thou shalt not excel!” They do not lack tal- 
ents, opportunities, good impulses, good intentions ; 
buc they soon despond, grow weary, or are diverted 
new plans and attractions. Exce!lsnce is beyond their 
reach. A meteoric splendor, the flash of a moment, 
is all their attainment ; they shall not shine as the stars 
forever and ever. (/ten the whole difference between a 
useful and a useless member of the church, a good super- 
intendent and a poor one, a good teacher and an indif- 
ferent one, a man that succeeds and a man that fails, 
lies here ; one has patience, the other has not. 

We need the patience of love. The father and mother 
are patient with their boy ; they hope, pray, labor for 
his through many years, after many disappoint- 
ments, and are slow to give him up ; but in the case of 
other ’s children we are soon discouraged and 
bs TE is Why? Selfishness and the lack of love are 
the explanation. 

The lack of love and the lack of faith. “ Behold, the 
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, 
and hath long patience fr it, until he receive the early 
and the latter rain.” But in spiritual husbandry the long 
patience is ofven wanting. Wait, wait, wait, I say, on 
the Lord. . . . 

Open your Bible; how realest thou? “To them who 
by patient continuance in well dving seek for honor, aad 
glory, and immortality, eternal life.” Can one tire, and 
refuse the pains requisite to success, who seeks such a 
prize? However that may be, he who has the right and 

wer has fixed the terms. Patient continuance in well- 
Seine is the single road to eternal life. Like the young 
ruler, you may refuse to pay the price; but then, like 
him, you must go away to eternal despair. Superinten- 
dent, you thought to resign, or dissolve the school ; 
stick to your post, and wor harder that you may suc- 
ceed. Teacher, you became disheartened, or worn out, 
and quit ; mend up your threadbare patience, and return 
to leave no more as long as God gives strength and 
opportunity. Be ye “ followers of them who thro 
faith and patience inherit the promise.” A y 
company they are, and a glorious inheritance they pos- 
sess; let us in our day follow on. Lord, increase our 
faith! Lord, increase our patience! 


SOME MARKS OF A WISE TEACHER, 
Rey. Joseph Bash, in The Wesleyan Sunday-school Magazine. | 


ie: Bible is full of pictures. It is an inexhaus- 
tible storehouse of images and figures, of 

and parables. There is no doctrine or duty, no principle 
or privilege, no shade of our feeling toward God or of 
his toward us, that is not set forth by picture. Almost 
all things that we see are used to illustrate what we can- 
not see. Teachers differ. Many do not see with their 
eyes, they only hear with their ears. The doctrine 
taught, the principle laid down, the inference to be drawn 
the lesson to be learned,—all this they hear as if God 
were really speaking to them. But the picture—the 
place where things happened, the persons who did this 
or that, the things mentioned, the figures used to express 
truths—this and the like they do not at all see. As some 
persons are color-blind, so many are  patnoer blind, and 
the imagery of a lesson does not stand out before them. 


The wise teacher is, in one respect, like Balaam,—a 
“man whose eyes are open.” He finds the Bible the 
best of all picture-books, and he gives the children much 
to look at, and as they look they are sure to listen. He 
feels that, with the figures and illustrations which most 
lessons supply or suggest, he is rich indeed ; and he is 
never driven to season or supplement the Bible stories 
b sediing rem a story-book. When I see, toward the 
p Ae of the afternoon, the Bibles laid aside and the 
children listening to a pretty a“ that the teacher is 
reading, I have compassion on the teacher who, with 
such a treasure in the Bible of all that children most 
love to hear, cannot see it ; and on the scholars who, in 
place of bread made of the finest of the wheat, are fed 
with crusts soaked and sweetened. The wise teacher 
thinks that to put aside the Scriptures during the time 
set apart for teaching, and take out a story-book under 
cover of interesting children, is as if, in the middle of 
the day, we were to put up the shutters and then light a 


Their eyes seem holden. 


farthing candle that we might see to eat our dinner. 
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WE acknowledge the receipt of one dollar for Chloe 
Lankton, from a class in Friendship Sunday-school, 
Stelton, N, J. 


Tuat is a happy conceit of Rose Terry Cooke, in her 
poem on our first page, as to the reason why a blessing 
comes to those who receive a little child in the name of 
the Saviour, 


Tue hymn, “ Jesus of Nazareth Passeth By,” which 
Mr, Sankey sings with such sweetness and power, was 
first published in Tok SuNDAyY-ecHooL Times. It was 
written, in 1864, by Miss Emma F. R, Campbell, of 
Morristown, New Jersey, and published over the signa- 
ture, Eta. There were ten verses of it, in its original 
form, only six or seven of which are given in the books 
where it commonly appears. The hymn as first printed 
is given, under the head of Worth Repeating, on an- 
other page, with the commonly omitted verses printed 
in Italics. The hymn has been wonderfully blessed of 
God, in leading souls to call on the Lord while he is near, 


ee 


It is with sincere pleasure that we present the views 
of the Rev. Dr. Richard Newton as to the work of 
_ Messrs, Moody and Sankey in Philadelphia. Dr. New- 
ton is so widely known both in this eountry and abroad, 
from his prominence as a preacher to children, as a re- 
presentative clergyman in one school of thought in the 
Ppisocpal church, and as editor of The Sunday schoo! 
World, that a communication from him wil! always 
command attention, Moreover as chairman of the com- 
mittee of arrangements for the meetings of the evange- 
lists in Philadelphia, he has had unequalled opportuni- 
ties of learning the truth as te the subj-ct on which he 
now writes. 





PROGRAMMES and sketches of Sunday-sehool festivals 
and anniversaries, in holiday week, come to us from all 
parts of the country. It would be pleasant, if we had 
the space, to give a place to many of these; but they are 
so numerous that this is out of the question. We can 
ovly thank the friends who have been so thoughtful as 
to forward them for our examination. We mention as 
deserving of special prominence the anniversary pro- 
grammes of Presbyterian schools at Louisville, Ky., 
Rosevitte, N. J., and West Philadelphia; the Christmas 
rervice outlines of St. Johns Methodist Episcopal Sun- 
day-schkool, Cincinnati, Ohio, and the Presbyterian Sab- 
bath-school of Staunton, Va ; also the outline of a watch- 
night service in the Moravian Caurch of York, Penn. 


A NoTRD sermon of one of our most distinguished 
preachers is upon the good foreign missions do to those 
who support them; showing that they benefit the Chris- 
tians who send the missionaries quite as much as they 
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do the heathen who receive them. 8» also Sunday- 
school teaching is twice blessed ; it blesses him who gives 
fully as much as him who takes—often more. A lady 
who had been compelled to leave for a time the chaage 
of a Bible-class, almost all the members of which had 
been drawn into the church, said, earnestly, ‘I must 
get back to my Sabbath-school on my own account, the 
teaching makes me study the Bible so much more, and 
makes me so much more interested in it.” It is com- 
monly observed that the secular teacher who carries his 
class with him and really instruc's the minds committed 
to him, succeeds in his work through first knowing the 
lesson himself better than any of his scholars do. What 
is true in ordinary teaching is equally trus in teaching 
the B b'e and the religion of the Bible. Hence it is that 
Sabbath-school teaching is to be desired not only to show 
to others the way to be saved, but to make that way 
clearer and more blessed to the teacher’s own soul. A mis- 
sionary writing from Western Turkey, in a recent letter, 
says, “ We rejvice to see bow, through our presence here, 
multitudes of souls are being saved and blest; but we get 
the richest blessings ourselves.” It is always, in God’s 
work, ‘“‘ more biessed to give than to receive.” 


No outside attractions of holiday week drew away 
from the meetings at the Dapot Courch. Indeed at no 
time before was the attendance unifurmly so large, day 
by day, and the seriousness of the hearers so general. 
The interest of the week culminated in the watch-meet- 
ings of Friday night. The building was packed to 
overflowing, and crowds outside vainly sought admis- 
sion, There were three meetings during the evening, 
one beginning at nine, one at ten, and one at eleven 
o'clock, Mr. Moody preached earnestly at each service. 
In showing the folly of delaying decision for another 
day he said that all the men who are approved in the 
Bible record were men of decision, while Pilate, Agrippa, 
and others whose examples are to be shunned, were men 
who wavered and were only “ almost persuaded.” “ When 
Egypt was so troubled with frogs that the king couldn’t 
stand it any longer—it was frogs, frogs, nothing but 
frogs everywhere; he couldn’t move his foot without 
treading on a frog—he called Moses and says he: ‘ Moses, 
I want you to get rid of these frogs for me.’ Moses says : 
‘When? ‘ Why-a-a-to-morrow,’ says the king. He 
hadn’t even the decision to want the frogs to go at once. 
He thought he would like to keep them one more night.” 
As an ordinary inquiry-meeting was impracticable, 
in connection with that midnight service, Mr. Moody 
said he would turn the entire service for a time into an 
inquiry-meeting by calling up the venerable Dr. Plumer, 
of the Columbia Theolog cal Seminary, and questioning 
him on points vital to all present. Then followed an im- 
pressive catechetical exercise, Mr. Moody asking as to 
the need and the nature of conviction and conversion, as 
to the possibility of salvation, and as to the right kind of 
faith ; and Dr. Plumer answering with rare simplicity, 
directness, and force. As the hour of midnight approached 
the appeals of Mr. Moody grew more and more earnest, 
and the solemnity of the service deepened. Just before 
12 o’clock he asked all present to join in silent prayer, 
While all heads were still bowed the profound stillness 
of the eccasion was broken by Mr. Sankey’s singing of 
‘“‘ Almost Persuaded.” Then the closing moments of the 
year were passed in prayer, especially for those who had 
risen to ask for it, at Mr. Moody’s call. When the bells 
and the steam whi tles on all sides greeted the incoming 
of the Centennial year, the service was closed, and Mr. 
Moody wished all present “‘a happy new year.” The 
meetings of Sunday last, which opened the seventh 
week of the series in Philadelphia, were largely attended, 
and the signs at present are only of. extending and 
deepening religious interest. 





THE BEST STYLE OF BIBLE, 


66 ET the best,” is the advice freely given as to the 
purchase of an English dictionary. The same 
counsel is not inappropriate as to a copy of the English 
Bible for personal study and reference. All are agreed 
as tothe wisdom of the injunciion in either instance. 
The only fair question would be as to which is the best, 
where a choice is possible. Happily, in the case of the 
B.ble there is no competition as to authorship. There is 
but one Book of books. But there are various editions 
of the Bible, and between these there is a choice, not 
only as to type and binding, but as to the aids to the 
examination of the text compiled with it, in one edition 
or another. 
Never before was there so general a desire on the part 
of God's children to have the best edition of the Bible 





and to use it to advantage, as at the present time. And 


| edition would rule it out for most persoas. 





this increased demand has already secured a larger and 
more varied supply of choice editions of the Bok than 
were before offered. The multiplying of such editions 
is by no m2ans yet at an end; nor is there yet sub- 
stantial agreement among good judges as to the relative 
merits of several editions now in more general favor. 
Perhaps it is well that this is so, for it can hardly be sup- 
posed that any one edition is best suited to all classes of 
Christian workers alike. 

The Messrs. Bagster, of London, have long been at 
the front in fine editions of the Bible. Latterly an edi- 
tion of theirs, with references, maps, indexes, chrono- 
logical and other tables, printed on fine paper, and bound 
in a substantial manner in Levantine morocco, with 
flexible kid-lined covers, and a protecting flip edge, has: 
been sold extensively bothin Great Britain and America.. 
It has come to be known quite widely as the “ Moody 
Bible,” from its being used and recommended by the 
Bible-loving evangelist. This edition has many advan- 
tages. Its very expensiveness tends to make it a trea- 
sure in the estimation of one who purchases it; its retail 
price in America being about $14. Its style of binding 
makes it durable even when kept in active service by 
one who carries it with him constantly. The worker 
who has a copy of this Bible has a valuable edition 
which is likely to last him for a life-time. 

The “ Teachers’ Bible,” published by the American 
Tract Society, is another choice edition, of deserved and 
growiog popularity. It is similar to the best edition of 
Bagsters’, with advantages over that. Its paper is better. 
Its pages are more open, and its type more distinct. The 
arrangement of its references, chapter by chapter, ix. 
decidedly preferable. Mereover its accompanying Bible: 
Text Book, of indexes and tables, is a great improvement 
on anything of the kind in the Bagster edition. It is 
far easier to track a subject of Bible study by this help 
than by perhaps any other which is offered to the student. 
Indeed Mr. Moody advises all who would study to best: 
advantage to secure this Tract Society Bible Text B ok;, 
even if they possess the Bigster Bible. It is, of course;, 
a convenience to have it bound with the Bible. The 
binding of the Teachers’ Bible is similar to that of 
Bagsters’, and its silk stitching is even better done. The 
cost of this Bible is $11, which puts it within the reach 
of some who could not afford the other. Aside, how- 
ever, from the question of cost, the latter is by many 
deemed such an improvement on the former that more 
than one skilled worker has laid aside his Bigster after 
a fair trial of its merits, to substitute for it the Teachers’ 
Bible, and is renewedly convinced, day by day, that the 
exchange was a wise one. 

Yet it cannot be said without qualification that the 
choice of the best Bible for the average student fairly 
lies between these two elegant editions. The flap edges). 
for instance, hinder the freest use of the pages. To many 
they are so much of an annoyance that some who have: 
tried them for awhile have had them cut off and the 
covers finished with a plain edge. To those who use 
their Bibles most of the time at their homes the flap edge 
can hardly be called a protection; for the pages are some- 
times torn through catching on the flap in quick opening. 
Even for one who is traveling, a chamois skin case for 
the Bible is a better guard than the flapedge. A gentle- 
man who carried a pocket Bible, in a case of this kind, 
for more than ten years, traveling on an average some 
twenty thousand miles a year, gives the preference de- 
cidedly to it over the flap edge, both for convenience of 
use and for efficiency. 

Moreover, for service at the study table, or in the 
closet, by the ordinary Sunday-school teacher and Chris- 
tian worker, there is a very great gain in a B.ble with 
the parallel and illustrative passages printed in full, in 
place of the ordinary references to them. The “Com- 
mentary Wholly Biblical” of the Bagsters, in three large 
volumes, is invaluable ; but the cost and bulkiness of this 
There is, 
however, an edition known as the “Self Explanatory 
Reference Bible,” published by William Collins, Sons & 
Co., of Glasgow, in a volume but little larger than the 
Bagsters’ “‘ Moo‘ly Bible,” which gives these reference pas- 
sages in full in c.lumns parallel with the main text, 
This Bible sells, in stiff covers, for about the price of the 
“Teachers’ Bible.” Some who have used it for years 
count it far more helpful in study than either of the be- 
fore named editions, A person cannot always take time 
to follow out the references. Even if he did so in every 
instance he could not carry them all in mind, s0 as to 
comprehend their bearing on one another, as when he 
sees them directly before him clustered together. 

But there are cheaper editions than either of these yet 
mentioned, which would by many be preferred even at 
the higher cost. The Bibles of Eyre and Spottiswoode, 
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of London, have their peculiar advantages. In addition 
to the references and maps and tables given in Bagsters’ 
and in the Teachers’ Bible, and an index,—better than 
that in Bagsters’, although not so good as that in the 
Tract Society’s edition,—hey contain valuable helps not 
supplied in the other editions. O1¢ of these aids is a good 
concordance. While something of that name is offered 
in certain editions of Bagster, it is in such shape as to be 
almost worthless for ordinary use, as only the word 
sought is given, without its connecting words. In the 
Eyre and Spottiswoode B ble the concordance is all that 
could be desired. A consecutive index or outline of the 
contents of the Old and New Testaments, with helpful 
historical data interwoven, is an added compilation of 
bibtical history, exceedingly convenient and instructive. 
Sketches of Palestine, lists of remarkable Bible moun- 
tains, rivers and lakes, tabulated references to special 
Bible prayers and parailels, also to the miracles, parables, 
and discourses of our Lord, are other valuable additions 
These Bibles can be obtained in this country of Pott, 
Young & Co., or from the American Sunday-school 
Union rooms, and elsewhere, at from $3.50 to $8, accord- 
ing to their binding. The highest priced copies are 
bound with the favorite flexible covers and flap edge. 
The $3.50 edition would to very many be quite as desir- 
able a B.ble as Bagsters’ $14 edition. 

Those who have good eyes can use the new miniature 
edition of the Oxford Bible, the smallest ever published, 
small enough to be carried in the vest pocket. This is 
by some found practically serviceable for ordinary refer- 
ence. Its American cost is $3.50. 

The Bibles of the American Bible Society are well 
known. They are of various styles and quality. For 
‘from $2 to $4 a handsome reference Bible can be pro- 
‘cured from this society, which contains all the sacred 
‘text given in the more expensive foreign editions, and 
‘which will enable the young believer to obtain therefrom 
‘the sincere milk of the Word, that he may grow thereby. 

Indeed it would be most unfortunate for a Christian 
‘worker to have the opinion that he must possess one of 
‘the more expensive editions of the Bible to enable him 
‘to study or use the Word of God to best advantage. 
Bibles which cost $14 or $10 are, at present, out of the 
‘question for the average Sunday-school teacher. Those 
whe vamnot fairly afford these may be encouraged by 
learning that many who can afford them do not think 
they are so helpful as some of the cheaper editions. If 
a man is bed-ridden he need not feel that he must have 
a Bible which will stand hard service in traveling. If 
he is a young man with clear sight it is folly for him to buy 
a large type Bible merely that he may use the same copy 
when his eyes are dimmed with age. There are likely to 
be great improvements in the style of Bibles within the 
next fifty years. Mr. Moody would not now have the 
well used Bagster Bible, which he received in 1872, if he 
had insisted on clinging to the old style Bible of his boy- 
hood. A Christian worker may put quite too high an 
estimate on the edition and binding of the Bible he 
studies. Not the covers but the contents cf the book are 
the treasure. Not the publisher but the Author gives it 
its real value. The best style of Bible for any disciple 
is that which he can afford, which he can procure, which 
is suited to the use he has for it, which supplies the helps 
most important to him for present service in the sphere 
of labor to which God has called him. Let no Christian 
be unduly influenced by the example or counsel of an- 
other worker. “Let every man be fully persuaded in 
his own mind.” 





CRUELTY TO HOBBIES. 


OBBIES have done a very good work in the world. 
They deserve well of mankind, If it were not for 
hobbies and hobby riders many a useful refurm would 
make slow progress—if indeed it moved at all. Great 
‘evils have been removed or lessened through men mount- 
ing hobbies and running tilt against the crying wrong. 
‘Many a noble cause has been promoted by the leader- 
ship ofa man on a hobby in its behalf. Slavery, intemper- 
‘ance, Sabbath-breaking, superstitious observances, cruelty 
toward prisoners or toward brutes, and a host of other 
evils have given way to the determined onset of men on 
hobbies. Religious freedom, popular education, cheap 
postage, land and ocean telegraphy, and many another 
‘desirable thing have been carried forward by hobby 
riders. 

But hobbies to do their best work should have fair 
‘treatment, They should not be overdriven, nor abused 
in the mode of driving. It was once said by a wise crazy 
woman that the diffurence between a horse and a hobby 
was just here: “A man who rides a horse can get off 
when he pleases; but the man who rides a hobby can’t 
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dismount when he wants to.” Now whether this is the 
truth or not, a man riding either a horse or a hobby 
should have mercy on it, and not overtax its strength 
and energies. “A righteous man regardeth the life of 
his beast.” 

Many a good hobby has been driven to death by an 
imprudent owner, and yet many more hobbies have been 
cruelly crippled through unmerciful driving. There was 
an excellent man who drove a hobby against tobacco. 
His hoby was originally well formed and sound; but 
merely by the manner of his driving it came to limp 
along, @ poor, scrawny, ill-favored creature, so wretched 
a thing that few friends of the owner or his hobby 
wanted it hitched even for an hour in front of their 
gates. Mr. Henry Bargh, in New York, has been driv- 
ing a hobby against cruelty to brutes. It was a capital 
hobby to begia with. If he had only had pity on it asa 
helpless dumb beast it might have continued to make 
good speed and to do better and better service for years 
to come. But he has belabored it without mercy, driving 
it relentlessly over poor men and sick women, until he 
has reached the ground where he seems inclined to say, 
that if in any instance he knows that a man or his horse 
must die Ae will save the horse. Indeed, in a recent cor- 
respondence with a veteran religious editor Mr. Bergh 
declares that God “entertains no discriminating par- 
tiality for any of his creatures,” that one man is not worth 
more than many sparrows, is neither a little lower than 
the angels nor a little higher than the brutes. In fact 
this hobby rider’s rendering of the equality of beasts 
with men is practically that of the Irishman when he 
declared : “ One man is as good as another ; yes, and a 
great deal better.’ Under such reckless driving, Mr. 
Bergh’s hobby wheezes and falters, and is in danger of 
dropping in the streets worn out before its time. 

And there are other hobbies overdriven in similar 
fashion—hobbies good in themselves, but sadly misused 
by their drivers. We have them in the Sunday-school 
work: blackboard hobbies, singing hobbies, memorizing 
hobbies. They are in other church work. In fact there 
is so much of this abuse of good honest hobbies that 
there would seem to be a fair call for a Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Hobbies, If such a society was 
at once chartered and the requisite legis'ation was se- 
cured, its agents could arrest men peremptorily at 
every street corner who were overdriving their hobbies. 
They could, for example, go at once to Mr. Bergh, and 
say to him : “ My friend, dismount from your poor, abused 
hobby at once, You are driving the life out of it. Since 
you have no mercy on it, we will take it in hand, and, 
after nursing it awhile, we will put it in charge of some 
one who will use it fairly.” 

This idea may be worthy of thought in this Centen- 
nial year. At all events something ought to be done to 
prevent the so common misuse of well deserving hobbies, 
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T the Christmas festival of the Presbyterian Sanday- 

school, Staunton, Va., the programme was made in 

the form of a badge, printed on bright colored paper, to 

be pinned on to the coat or dress of a scholar. This is, 

so far as we know, a novel plan. It certainly is a good 

one. Children like to wear a badge on such an occa- 
sion ; this gives it to them without extra expense, 


“The way of salvation explained to a child” was the 
theme of an address at the Niagara Presbyterial Sab- 
bath-school Association, at Niagara Falls, last month. 
That is a good theme for consideration at an institute, 


Teachers need instruction on that point. Many a teacher. 


who is appealing to children to come to Jesus is unable 
to explain what is coming to Jesus, hence is incempe- 
tent to judge if a scholar is or is not in the way of 
salvation. 








As to the method and desirableness of local Sunday- 
school work, The Methodist says: 


There are thousands of laymen in our church who are 
more useful as Sunday-school superintendents than are the 
same number of local preachers. We do not say this to 
disparage the latter, but to do justice to the former class, 
Under the old system, a local preacher had a fortnightly 
appointment at a country schoolhquse. He preached to 
thirty or forty of the older people. Under the new system 
a layman organizes a Sunday-school. It is attended by from 
sixty to one hundred persons of all ages; and it is not too 
much to say that the study of the Bible and the instruction 
of the young in it and morals have a higher value than 








average local preaching There is room for a great increase 
of this work in rural districts, and in no way coald active 
laymen be more useful than in opening such Sunday-schools. 
The lay preacher would be much more useful when such a 


school had prepared the way for awakening sermons and 
revival work.” 


In enforcement of an important, and too often over- 
looked department of Sunday-school work The Jnde- 
pendent gives this illustration : 

The value of prompt visitation to the home of an absent 
pupil is forcibly illustrated by a case recently occurring in 
Brooklyn. A boy persuaded his mother to permit his 
absence, as he said, ‘‘only for this one Sunday.” He had 
not missed a session four many months before. The day 
after his absenc: he asked his mother: ‘‘ Has my teacher 
been here to-day?’ Unfortunately, the teacher bad not 
been. The next dav came the same inquiry ; and the same 
answer had to be given. Another day or two passed, with 
the same experience; and then the boy said: ‘I think I 
am not much missed up there. I guess they can get along 
without me.” He fell into bad company and was lost to 
the school, and, perhaps, may be lost forever. 


The Interior gives another illustration of the folly 
of poor questioning : 

“ A Sunday-schocl man at Maywood was endeavoring to 
impress upon the infant class the relations of the pastor to 
the people under the usual similitude of the shepherd— 
‘ Feed My sheep,’ was his lesson, ‘ Now, children,’ said he, 
‘can you tell me what the shepherd does with his sheep ”?' 
‘ Shears ’em !” was the instant shrill treble reply.” 


Now that boy’s answer was correct. Indeed, if the 
t:acher had asked more specifically, ‘““ When there is too 
much wool on the sheep what does the shepherd do for 
them ?” the correctness of the answer would be obvious. 
If, however, he wanted the answer, “ Feeds them,” he 
should have asked, “ When the sheep are hungry what 
does the shepherd do for them ?” and the desired response 
would have come with like promptness. If a teacher 
knows what answer he wants, he ought to ask the ques- 
tion which will bring it. 


A correspondent—“G. A.”—from New Jersey sends this 
sketch of the holiday exercises of a school of which we 
made mention in this column not many weeks since: 
‘Some time ago, under the head of Ways of Working, 
you gave, as an example of the good that might be done 
by persons visiting summer resorts, an account of a Sun- 
day-school begun in a negleeted neighborhood, near 
New Paltz, in Ulster County, New York. It may inter- 
est those who read that sketch to know something of the 
success of this experiment. The school, as your corre- 
spondent stated, was begun in July, 1875 It was organ- 
ized by Mr. J. 8. B——, Miss B——, and Miss F——, of 
New York, who were aferward assisted by some other 
ladies, and another gentleman, Mr. L——. also of New 
York. When the time came for these teachers and 
workers to return home the school was in such a promis- 
ing condition that a student of one of the neighboring 
theological seminaries was engaged to go up regularly 
every week to superintend the school and preach to the 
people. And now, five months and more since the or- 
ganization of the school, the house is almost invariably 
filled, and the progress of the school in Scripture study, 
in singing, and, best of all, in religious interest, is very 
gratifying and most encouraging. On the closing Sun- 
day of the year as many as twelve arose in the Sunday- 
school when their minister asked how many wi-hed to be 
Christians before the close of 1875 Oa Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 21, a most delightful Christmas meeting took place. 
Mr. B—— and the two ladies who assisted at the organ- 
ization of the school went up with presents provided by 
themselves and the other teachers for each scholar of the 
school, numbering about one hundred in all. They found 
the schoolhouse (for it is nothing but a common district 
schoolhouse) decorated with evergreens, and b+ fore the 
school assembled two small trees were procured and hung 
with presents. This was a surprise to the school for they 
did not even expect any one but Mr. B——, and had not 
thought of receiving presents. Of course their delight 
was as great as their surprise. Before the d stribution of 
the gifts the school sang several Christmas songs and 
recited in dialogue furm the whole of the Old, O d Story 
with appropriate Scripture readings. With all this the 
visitors expressed themselves as well pleased, The men 
who belong to the school are now talking of building a 
chapel for their Sunday-school. As many as four have 
offered building lots fr the purpose, It is to be hoped 
the enterprise will suc:eed and a nucleus be formed fora 
strong and useful church where many sou!s shall bo born 
and nourished for Christ and his kingdom.” 








Agee ae = 











(5 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Information for this department—ineluding early reports of Con 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Assoctations—will 
be thankfully received 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


Jowa, Third District, at Portville.... Jauuary 11-15, 876 
New York, State, at Utiea...... June 6-8, 1876 


NODERSEA, SUAS, Al FIGMIGUNE .000.ccsscarvscesssessvsdvessectesiocscdte June 6 1876 
Indiana, State, at Fort Wayne...... ¢ 200 + seescoveconsccsveed MUG 6 


, 1si6 


~~ 


Ohio, State, at Dayton... cee ; : e000 opeereroesess June 7 
Towa, State, at Connell Bluffs 


, 1876 


esesevesers June 1-15, 1876 


NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at | pom., led during January 
by Marvin R. Vincent, D.D., of New York 

New York Primary Normal-class (Union), at 904 Fourth Avenue 
every Saturday, at S v.m,, taught by Mrs. S. W. Clark 

New York Baptist Sunday-school Teachers’ Association, at Calvary 
Baptist Church, Twenty-third Street, Thursday evening of each 
month, except July and August. 

New York, Normal-class (Prot. Epis.), at Calvary Church Sunday 
school room, corner of Twenty-first Street and Fourth Avenue 
every Saturday, at 8 p.m., led by the Rev. R. Heber Newton 

New York Sanday-school Teachers’ Association (Union), at Fourth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church on the third Monday evening of cach 
month, 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the Hanson Place Meth. 
Epis. Chureh, every Thursday evening, led by J. T. Duryea, D.D. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday-school Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth. 
Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each month, ex 
cept July and August, 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Union-meeting for the exposition, by eminent teach 
ers, of the International Lessons, in the hall of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, every Saturday at 4 PLM. 

Philadelphia, Bible Institute-(Prot. Epis.), Lectures to February 15, 
1876, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 4 o'clock, P.M., at St. Luke's 
Church ; Wednesdays and Fridays, at 74 v.M., at Chureh of the Ad 
vent; Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 744 p.M., at St. Matthew's Church, 

Philadelphia, Union meeting for teachers and superintendents, every 
Saturday, for the exposition of the International Lessons, at 54 
North Fourth Street. Led, Jan. 1, by the Rev. T, P. Stevenson; Jan, 
8, by Wm. H. Nicholson, D.D.; Jan, 15, by Isaae S. Smith; Jan, 22 
by Lyman Whiting, D.D 

St. Louis, Teachers’ Union-mecting for the exposition of the Interna 
tional lessons every Saturday in Dr. Post's Church, corner Tenth 
and Locust Streets. Led by the Rey, Dr. 8. J. Niccolls. 

Dubuque, Lowa, Teachers’ Institutes are arranged to be held in the 
parlor of the Young Men's Christian Association, as follows 
January 14,28; February 11,25; Mareh 10, 26; April 7, 21 


BROOKLYN NORMAL CLASS. 
TWELPTIL MEETING 
HE twelfth and last exercise of the Brooklyn N ormal- 
class, under the direction of Dr. Vincent, was held 
Thursday evening, December 23, in the Hanson Place 
Kaptist Church, Dc Pilcher, in the absence of Mr. Barker, 
president of the Union, announced that Dr. Vincent 
was unable to be present, being sick at home. He then 
introduced the Rev. George A. Peltz, who spoke upon 
THE TEACHERS'-MEETINGS, 

Much misapprehension existed, he said, concerning 
these meetings. It was said that unless all the teachers 
met to study the lesson it would bea failure. Or, that 
those, who most needed the helps afforded at them, did 
not come, We ought to make them so attractive that the 
teachers would come to them as a hungry man comes to 
his dinner, feeling that it is a necessity. We should 
come with five distinct thoughts in regard to this mat 
ter. Ilirst, we should come prepared to consult about 
the words of the lesson. Secondly, as to the most impor- 
tant thing to be taught by the lesson, Thirdly, as.to how 
we can most effectively teach the lesson. Fourthly, as 
to the applications we should make, And fifthly, how 
best to illustrate the lesson. 

Classes composed of twenty or less did more real work 
in the study of a lesson than when there were three 
times that number; for with the former number you 
could gather like a family party, and, throwing off all 
reserve, get right pleasantly to work. Though not more 
than two teachers met, good would be accomplished by 
the iaterchange of their views. 

The Rev. Alfred Taylor said, ‘God bless John H. 
Vincent! As he is not here to-night, we can say some 
pleasing things behind his back. I was talking with 
the president of a street railroad the other day, and the 
subject was horses, The horse may be regarded from a 
variety of standpoints, but he looked upon him as to the 
endurance of his life in his railroad experience. How 
long does he last you I asked. About three years was 
the reply. Do you always run one out in three years? 
Ix not that an awful waste of horse flesh? Some- 
times, said the president, we get a tough one, who will 
stand it a little longer, but the average is three years, 
He is only an old horae, and we can get another for 
$100, 
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“You are killing John H. Vincent. You are using 
him as the street car companies use their horses. You 
are getting more work out of him than he ought to give 
you. He has nobly given a dozen or thirteen nights of 
the best kind of studious expositions of the Word of 
God and the principles of teaching. Now he is sick, 
and you can’t get another John H. Vincent for $100. 
I have known him like a brother for years, and what a 
brother he is. A warm-hearted friend, a Christian 
gentleman, a thorough student of the Word of God, and 
a man who completely understands the work of teaching, 
not only for himself, but for thousands of scholars. 

“These meetings are held here for your better qualifica- 
tion fur the Christian work in which you are engaged. 
Much used to be said about a dozen years ago, in con- 
ventions, in words of fulsome adulation of the tremen- 
dous work, of the magnificent work of the Sunday-school, 
and of the changes that were taking place in it. But as 
the year 1875 goes out let us look in solemn earnest, 
and with glad thanksgiving at the great work which 
has been accomplished, and let us try to make it greater. 
To what is it leading us? What is the great question 
in the Sunday-schools of to-day? What are we doing with 
these children of oura that are running away from Sun- 
day-school? The ‘big boy’ is more of a burden than 
any other in the school. 

“ We have all the ag-ncy of Satan, and the world of 
life—busy, pleasing, buzzing, and industrious. Here 
is a boy of 17, 18,19, or 20 years of age. You can 
call him a boy at that age. Tom, don’t go away 
from school because you are getting big. He stands 
and says, What have you for me? We have a class, 
is the reply. What is there in it for me? is again 
asked, Well, there is a word of good cheer. Perhaps a 
lesson studied by the teacher, perhaps not; perhaps 
some formal corpse of an elder, trustee, or teacher in 
the class, and be very sure he will soon drive every one of 
them into the street. From the lack of warm-hearted 
earnest teachers, our scholars are leaving our schools 
for the theatre, circus, club, skating parties, festivities, 
etc ,—some harmless and others diabolical enough,—our 
young men leaving us. And for the lack in this religious 
department, the boy, who might become a minister of the 
gospel, and by the grace of God and the Christian teach- 
ing of his faithful friends in the Sunday-school, a good 
Christian citizen and standard-bearer in the church, 
goes away, and when he gets to be 25, 30, or 40, or a 
hardened sinner of 50, we think about taking measures 
to bring him back again. Take this thought with you 
for the close of the year.” 

On motion of Dr. Lansing, a vote of thanks was ten- 
dered Dr. Vincent on behalf of the Sunday-school 
Union, and a committee of five was appointed to draft 
suitable resolutions embodying such thanks. The meet- 
ing expressed a desire, if Dr. Vincent’s health per- 
mitted, of having his lectures published in book form. 

The next class, which begins January 6, will be under 
the leadership of J. T. Duryea, D D. 


INSTITUTE AT NORWICH, CONN, 
T Norwich, Connecticut, the sixth of a current series 
of Sanday school institutes for New London County 
was held, Dacember 15. It was led by the Hon. Henry 
P. Haven, of New London, during the day, and by the 
Rev. W. 8S. Palmer, of Norwich, in the evening. Among 
the themes considere1 were: ‘“ How to study the Bible ;” 
“ How to teach the Bible ;” “ The teacher’s responsibility 
seven days in the week ;” “Collateral helps: What are 
nee iful, and how to use them ;” “ Teachers’-meetings ;”’ 
“ How shall our young people be induced to attend 
the preaching service?” “ How shall the church be in- 
duced to attend her Bible service?” The Rey. A. P, 
Spalding opened the first theme. He named prayerful- 
ness and docility as characteristics of the spirit in which 
the Bible should be studied. A pencil for free use in 
marginal notes, an uaabridged Cruden’s Concordance, 
and Smith’s Bible Dictionary were the aids suggested. 
Dr. D. F. Gulliver, in showing how to teach the Bible 
practically and thoroughly, said that much depended on 
our understanding of the nature and object of the book 
itself; the nature and object of our teaching it.; and the 
nature and methods of wise teaching. A valuable paper 
on the teacher’s responsibility was presented by Mrs. 
John Davies. The Rev. M. M. G. Dana made timely 
and thoughtful suggestions on the collateral helps to 
Bible study, 

John L. Denison eyaphasized the importance of teach- 
ers’- meetings, and Mr. Haven illustrated their methods 
by conducting a specimen exercise, in an examination of 
the next Sunday’s lesson. In showing how young peo- 
ple could be brought to the preaching service, the Rev. 
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N.G,. Lippitt thought that part of the responsibility 
rested on parents, another part on teachers, and yet an- 
other on pastors. Parents should give instruction, set 
an example, and exercise authority in the right direc- 
tion. Teachers should show their scholars the place in 
God’s plan of the preaching service. Pastors should 
have the children and youth in mind, in their preaching, 
should preach to them, and should visit them. B. W. 
Tompkins was hearty and earnest in pressing the im- 
portance of congregational Bible-study. The Sunday- 
school should not be deemed an appendage of the church, 
but as oneof its departments. The services of the Lord’s 
day should be so arranged as to secure the proper time 
and place for Bible-study for all. The children should 
be trained to study in the Sunday-school. The pulpit 
should press the importance of social Bible-study. 

There was a delightful praise service in the evening; 
and there were precious seasons of prayer during the 
exercises. The question-box was well filled and its an- 
swers were well given. Altogether, writes a corres- 
pondent, the institute was the most satisfactory yet held 
in the county. 


CAMDEN NORMAL-CLASS. 


HE opening session of a normal-class at Camden, 

N. J., was held Thursday evening, December 2:3, in 

the Fourth Street Baptist Church, under the direction 
of J. Bennett Tyler. The topic of the evening was 


THE BOOK—HOW TO STUDY IT, 


Thorough preparation was held to be essential to suc- 
ceas in any and all departments of human effort. The 
one indispensable preparation for the successful teach- 
ing of the Bible, is thorough and prayerful study of 
what we teach concerning its imperative necessity. We 
teach wide-awake pupils; many of them are taught 
during the week by teachers familiar with what they 
teach and with methods of teaching. We teach the 
most important of all truth. Teaching is an art by no 
means easy of acquirement. It is a work of dignity, and 
worthy of great honor. 

Concerning modes of study, the following general 
principles were stated : 

1. Effective teaching of moral and religious truth means 
actual work. Let no teacher, or candida e for the office, 
imagine it to be an easy task. 

2. It means keeping ahead of work. Good business men 
drive their business, instead of allowing their business to 
drivethem. So of good Sunday-school teachers. 

3. It means early study of the text of the correct lesson. 
It should also include some study of the lesson weeks in 
advance. 

4, It is well always to form for one’s self a plan, or an- 
alysis, embracing the more important points of a lesson in 
their natura! or logical order. 

5. It is important to arrange and systematize one’s knowl- 
edge, so that it may be available and utilized to the best a !- 
vantage. 

6. Supplement private study of the text with all available 
helps. 

7. Utilize the odds and ends of time by having an open 
Bible on your dressing-case, or in your desk at your store or 
otice, and some‘hing on the lesson always about you. Re- 
fer to it often, ifonly for a moment. 

8. Study prayerfully. God is his own interpreter, and the 
Holy Spirit is our best teacher; and his presence and help 
come only in answer to prayer. 


Analytical study of a given lesson was treated accord- 
ing to the following outline : 

1. THe Ossecr oF Bisite Srupy.—The Bible should be 
studied: (1.) As a source of knowledge. (2.) As a means of 
veace. (3.) As a preparation for teaching. 

2, Mreruops oF Bis_e Stupy.—Intelligent methods should 
comprise: (L.) Collation of kindred passages. (2.) A plan or 
analysis of lesson. (3.) Adaptation or methods to the class. 

Krinprep Passaces, (1.) The historical connections. (2.) 
The same or similar incidents or subjects treated elsewhere 
in the Bible. 

Anatysis.—(1.) Definition of words, ancient and modern 
uses, and meaning in original languages. (2.) Persons men- 
tioned. (3.) Places mentio:ed. (4.) Time of events re- 
corded. (5.) Peculiarity of customs or events (miraculous 
or otherwise). (4) Topical outline of subject. (7.) Leading 
fact of doctrine. (8.) Duties to God, to man, and to self. 

ADAPTATION OR MeETHODs To THE CLass.—(1.) Selection and 
wise arrangement of portion of lesson best adapted to class. 
(2.) Brief calling back of title and subject of last lesson, so as 
to connect with present. (3.) Recitation of title and golden 
text, so as to bring the subject clearly before the mind, (4.) 
Recitation by teacher and scholar of selected verses, (5.) 
Questions to test knowledge and stimulate mental and spirit- 
ual activity. (6) Distinctive practical thought of lesson. 
Wha tfor me and my class? (7.) Lesson hymn. 

The exercises were concluded by going rapidly over a 
brief 


SOHOLABS’ OUTLINE OF STUDY. 
Teachers need (1) the most studious and thorough 
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personal preparation ; and (2) they need to exercise their 
ingenuity in stimulating study on the part of the pupil. 
|’ailing to stimulgte the moral and intellectual activities 
of the scholar, we fail in a vita' point. 

A series of questions were then given on the lesson for 
January 2d, and also on the intervening history connect- 
ing the lesson with last year’s study of the Old Testa- 
ment. The class took notes of the questions and were 
requested to distribute them, or similar ones, to their 
scholars next Sunday, for the purpose of aiding their 
scholars in looking up answers, to be brought in writing 
on January 2 


This normal-class opens with a good attendance, and 


is to be held on alternate Thursday evenings. Rev. 
Messrs. McCook and Ostrander, and Drs. Rindolph and 
Vincent are expected to be present. © 


NEW YORK SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
TION. 


MONTHLY MEETING 


ASSOCIA- 


HE monthly meeting of the New York Sunday school 
Association was held at the Fourth Avenue Presby- 


terian Church on Monday evening, December 20. The 
devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. Frank 
H. Marling. The singing was led by the boy choir of 
St. Georges Church, under the direction of William 
Francis Williams. The Rev. Arthur Brooks, of the 
church of the Incarnation, delivered an address on 


THE NECESSITY OF PERSONAL POWER IN THE SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL TEACHER, 


Meeting with teachers on such an occasion, said the 
speaker, the first impression is that the great subject of 
Sunday-school teaching has been almost exhausted, and 
that there is very little to be said that has not been 
heard before. If our Sunday-school was a mere mech- 
anism, to be carried on by the machinery which we 
could put into it, then we could say that the subject was 
exhausted. It seemed to him that our Sunday-school 
is never complete; and we have always something new 
to say, because we always speak to living hearts. It is 


- lime upon line, precept upon precept ; old precepts newly 


applied ; old traths newly brought forward. The cld truths 
are brought forward into a living institution, not into a 
mechanical structure. If there is one danger in which 
our Suaday-schools stand at this time, it is that of too 
much magnifying the mechanical part of our work. At 
one time Sunday-school work fell into a mere routine, 
but under that regime our Sunday-schools did not flour- 
ish. For the great number of Sunday-school teachers 
the new appliances and assistances were not needed, but 
for many they were good. The teacher finds the best 
men of the time assisting him; finds meetings held to 
consider the best modes of teaching; he has the very 
Word put in his mouth, so that it seems as if it were im- 
possible that there should be a bad Sunday-school 
teacher. ‘The great danger is, that our teachers would 
become mere runners of a fine piece of machinery. We 
want to go back to the old spirit. It is so easy to depend 
upon a commentary or a picture that we are apt to forget 
the personal power of a great soul, 

In teaching we shall frequently find that the most 
useful lessons can be taken out of our own hearts and 
experiences. He had nothing derogatory to say about the 
present system ; but if they contain anything that is not in 
the teacher’s experience, he ought not to teach it Never 
lay it down to any other soul before it has come home to 
our own soul. He thought every teacher's sphere 
should be one in which his experience should justify his 
teaching. Is it a dangerous doctrine to teach, that every 
teacher may teach of the doctrine that is in his heart? 
It is precisely that of which Jesus spoke, “the kingdom 
of God is within you;” and it is to go out from us. 

If one dared to be a Sunday-school teacher he must 
take the responsibility. Another danger to our Sunday- 
schools is the variety of experience to which our work 
must be applied. Our experience cannot coincide with 
that of more than one or two of our scholars, Can we 
assist them? Yes, but only by personal power, by as- 
certaining what they need by personal inquiry, and by 
applying ourselves to meeting that need. We may have 
to develop latent features of our lives in order to make 
tiat application. The teacher can only build the child 
up bysympathy. He cannot teach unless he teach as the 
great Master taught. If there is a boy with a doubt in 
his mind, and the teacher never had it, he cannot dissi- 
pate that doubt by giving the boy a book. Anybody 
could do that, But take the Bible and open it and go 
into the intellectual side of our experience, and see how 
Christ interprets all our doubts. 

He was favorable to enriching the personal life of 





Sunday-school teachers, su that they should be more 
fully developed, and so that more and more the power 
of the Saviour would come home to them. We should be 
proud of being a human soul before God, and should 
believe there is nothing greater in the world than a 
human soul. Our help is in the Lord God and not in 
machinery, Our personal power must be developed, or 
our children will go down while we are congratulating 
ourselves on our modern Christianity. Beautiful as our 
machinery is, unless we enter into it as human souls, we 
had better put it away. If we feel the Spirit of the 
Lord God in it, the Sunday-schools shall be successful, 
and we shall be thankful as we stand before God. 

The Rev. Dr. R. S. Storrs delivered an address on 
“The Risen Lord and the Written Word,” reviewing 
the International lessons which have occupied the asso- 
ciation for some months past, He dwelt upon the in- 
sensibility of the human heart and mind to the trans- 
cendent fact that there had been a divine person in the 
world, by which the earth had been consecrated and the 
air of Palestine made sweeter. We might as well say 
that a mountain came from a seed dropped by a bird, as 
to say that Christendom came from the grave of the dead 
Nazarene carpenter. 


OTHER GATHERINGS. 


HE Town Sunday-school Institute (quarterly) for 

Brunswick, Rensselaer County, N. Y., occurs January 

12,1876, at 10 A M,at the White (Presbyterian) Church. 
J. L.. Snyder is the efficient secretary. 


The county convention at East Schodack, Rensselaer 
County, N. Y., December 14 and 15, was largely at- 
teaded and quite interesting. The president of the 
county society, Lawis E. Garley, occupiei the chair. 
Considerable enthusiasm was manifested, notwithstand- 
ing the scverity of the weather, and everything indicated 
a growing inte-est in the good work. Earnest prayer 
was offered that the work of grace now going on in the 
city and other places might spread throughout the entire 
field, and many souls be brought to the Saviour. 


The executive committee of the New York State Sun- 
day-school Association have received a liberal proposition 
from President Joseph Hillman, of Troy, representing the 
Round Lake Camp meeting Association, with reference 
to a week’s series of meetings, in the interest of the Sun- 
day-school work for nextsummer. It is intended, should 
the proposition be favorably considered, to make the 
gathering one of the very largest and most interesting 
that can be arranged. Brother Hillman’s noted push and 
energy is quite sure to accomplish a splendid occasion. 
The Kound Lake grounds, in the region of Saratoga, are 
among the finest on the continent. The Rev. Ir. J. H. 
Vincent is expected to conduct the meetings. 

At a Uuion Sunday-school conve ition in Birmingham, 
New Hayea County, Conn., December 8, the principal 
themes were ‘Who should be in the Sunday-school?” 
“The qualifications and duties of superintendents ;” 
“ Teachers’-me atings ;” “‘ The preparation of teachers ;” 
“The class work of the teacher ;” ‘The Bible-school the 
nation’s safety.” A fine essay on the superintendent and 
his work was reid by the Rev. George Lansing Taylor. 
Among other prominent workers were John E. Searles, 
Jr., of the International Conveation Committee, and 
Prof, Cyrus Northrop, of Yale College. A resolution 
was passed earnestly recommending to all churches within 
the district the substitution of a service for Bible study 
for the ordinary second preaching service of the Lord’s 
day, to enable all the congregation to share in its privi- 


leges. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


—__ +. 


Eight Cousins. By Louisa M. Alcott. Boston : Roberts 
Brothers.—By this latest volume of Miss Alcott we are 
confirmed in our opinion of the remarkable talent this 
lady possesses for charming the young folk, while almost 
equally interesting the older ones, who opening her 
pages at the beginning must needs follow them to the 
end. Miss Alcott pleads bravely herein for the greater 
freedom of girls in matters of education and dress, her 
convictions thereabout being so happily interwoven with 
the thread of the story that the hobby we are riding 
with her is almost lost sight of, in the breezy canter we 
enjoy through a succession of chapters, to which seven 
boys, the cousins of the heroine, give a fresh flavor of 
out-door life. In accomplishment of such reformatory 
purpose, the orphan, Rose, is resigned to the tutelage of 





a bachelor-uncle. No rose of summer, or fairest product 
of the green-house, was ever more carefully tended, or 
anxiously watched by loving eyes; indeed, until Uacle 
Alec assumed actively his role of guardian, there was 
great danger of this over-carefulness, divided between, 
and multiplied by, the half-dozen aunts of “ Aunt-hill,”’ 
consigning the dainty blossom to a premature grave. 
Bat Uncle A'ec, while he encompassed his little ward 
with kindness enough to spoil anything human, less 
genuinely good and true, put her at the same time upon 
a wholesome diet of oatmeal, milk, and pure air-—loosen- 
ing her belt, lowering her heels, and simplifying her 
bonnet—until the book closes upon a healthy Rose, 
ready to supply material, bright and fragrant, for a 
sequel, that Miss Alcott promises in a forthcoming 
volume, to be called The Rose in Bloom. Not second 
in interest, to Rose, is Phebe, a sweet-singing girl from 
the poor-house, whom Rose, in a manner truly pathetic, 
adopts as her sister; and whom we shall look in the 
second volume to see made the grateful and loving 
bride of no less a personage than Uncle Alec. For 
Uncle Alec, after all, is only some twenty-five years the 
senior of Phebe and wonderfully young and buoyant, 
even for forty. But in such natural writing as Miss 
Alcott’s we can predict issues with as little certainty as 
in every-day life. So we will wait and see. Meanwhile 
we would suggest that ‘the province of a continuously- 
famed writer is to attend to every minutest detail as well 
as to the more salient points of fiction or history; and 
that we do not like the carelessness by which “ Debby,” 
the cook’s name in the first chapter, becomes ‘‘ Dolly ” 
‘in the ninth, and continues “ Dolly’’ to the close of the 
book. Perhaps, though, like Saul, who became Paul 
when regenerated, Debby, not very amiable in the 
opening scene—a very persecutor of little Christians— 
may later have been found worthy of a new name. Siill, 
there is a vagueness about it that somewhat reminds us 
of Joaquin Miller’s mixing up of bride and daughter in 
his “ Ship of the Desert.” Neither do we like the ques- 
tioning which of necessity arises from Pokey being re- 
presented on page} as a “‘ fourteen year old little girl” 
who is evidently a toddling wee thing. But these and 
other such slight faults will by most be overlooked in 
consideration of the author’s preface, wherein the critic 
is in a measure disarmed by the reminder that the writer 
is “ quite aware of the defects of this little story, many 
of which were unavoidable as it first appeared serially.” 
Notwithstanding this, when we have a gem we look to 
see it flawless. So much by the way of fault-finding. In 
due praise we have nee1 to say no more than that the 
book is written by our most popular story-teller for the 
young; and that no other child’s book of the season 
will, juéging by the past, anything like equal this in 
sale. 


Letters and Social Aims. By Ralph Waldo [ aerson. 
B ston: James RK. Osgood & Co.—Mr. Emerson does 
not give us a new volume of essays every year, and it is 
well that he does not. What he writes is the result of 
years of patient elaboration; and his readers, surely, 
should be willing for their own sakes as well as Mr. 
Emerson’s, to wait a time fora gift so good. This vol- 
ume contains eleven essays, brought from the same deep 
pool of thought which has filled the author’s earlier books. 
All Mr. Emerson’s mannerisms are here, too; and some 
pages read like clever parodies of his eariiest style. Some 
of the essays are better than others, but none are poor. 
Even “The Comic,” a subject which Mr. Emerson is 
really unfit t6 discuss, is handled, if not with ability, at 
least without positive failure. The volume closes with a 
thoughtful essay on immortality, the reading of which 
we commend to the brood of “ rationalists” who call 
themselves |:mersonian, and copy the philosopher’s inde- 
pendence in some things without comprehending his 
reverent spirit in others. Mr. Emerson told us all once 
not to read a book until it is a year old; but we may at 


‘least recommend our readers to save up this book for 


New- year’s, 1877. (For sale by Porter & Coates.) 


Stories from the Lips of the Teacher. Retold by a D's- 
ciple. New York: G. P. Patnam’s Sons.—The other 
day, at a meeting of literary gentlemen in New York, 
the toast “The Pulpit” was responded to by Mr. Moncure 
D. Conway, a man who preaches to a congregation of 
deists, and who has squarely and contemptuously re- 
pudiated the Christian name. There is a similar shame- 
ful inappropriateness in this new edition of a book first 
published ten or twelve years ago. The “ Disciple” who 
essays to put the Saviour's “stories” into new forms is 
O. B. Frothingham, whose deism is even more nebulous 
than Mr. Conway’s, and who is a much less valuable 
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ally of Christianity thea an duane Hin- 
doo like Keshub Chunder Sen. The vo'- 
ume jars harshly on the taste and the 
conscience of a person who holds Jesus 
Ohrist as the ruler of his heart and the 
pattern of his life. The Scripture narra- 
tive needs not only the most reverent but 
the most skillful treatment, if it is to be 
put into new language; and surely the 
president of the Free R-ligious Association 
is not the man to interpret for our children 
the words of the Master. (For sale by J. 
B. Lippincott & Co.) 


————1- 


The Life of Jonathan Swift, By J bn 
Forster. Vol. I. New York: Harper & 
Brothers, This is the first volume of one 
of the most important of recent biogra- 
phical works. It supersedes the amiable 
biography of Swift by Sir Walter Scott, 
and very thoroughly disposes of the mi-re- 
preeentations of Jeffrey, and the grave 
mistakes of Thackeray. Mr. Forster has 
relieved the memory of one of the greatest 
men of his age from the charges of incdn- 
sistency and cruelty which have so long 
clouded it. Swift is clearly shown to have 
been a thoroughly honorable man, an up- 
right and consistent churchman, and an 
earnest patriot. E-pecially in the Stella 
episode, his character is proved to be unde- 
serying of the detrac ion which has so long 
prejudiced it in the public mind. We re- 
gret that but a third of the work is out, 
and fear that the remaining volumes wil! 
long be waited for. The book appears in 
a form of modest but substantial elegance, 
and surpasses the English edition in 
beauty. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & 
Co.) 

Life of Tord Byron, and Other Sketches 
By Euilo Ca-telar, Translated by Mrs. 
Arthur Arnold. New York: Harper & 
Brothers.—Castelar is known to Americans 
rather asa politician than a man of Jet- 
ters; and this volume, therefore, will brirg 
with it the recommendation of fresbne s 
and novelty. The authcr dircusses B) ron’s 
life and characteristics in an enthusiastic 
spirit, and he notes things which have es- 
taped the attention of English writers. 
The same advantage Mr. Castelar, as an 
intelligent f.reigner, hes in speaking of 
Thiers, Dumas, Hugo, and Grirdia. As 
a whole, the collection of papers is a read- 
able and instructive one. (For sale by J. 
B. Lippincott & Co.) 


The Farly Church in Britain ; its Fuith 
and Works By Julia McNair Wright. 
New York : H. E. Simons,—There is some- 
thing very interesting in the early history 
of Christianity in Eogland; and the story 
of its spread, as here narrated by Mrs, 
Wright, is one very well worth study. 
There are vaious disputed points in the 
ecclesiastical history of Britain; but what- 
ever this volume contains will be accepted 
as an honest and faithful record. (For 
sale by the American Tract Society.) 


Jn Doors and Out; or, Views from the 
Chimney Corner. By Oliver Optic, B ston: 
Lee & shepard, This is a new edition of 
ove of William T. Adams’s first books, 
It is a collection of brief stories for older 
readers than Oliver Optic generally ad- 
dresses, and first appeared twenty-one years 
ago. They could not have been written 
by any but a New Englander, and they 
illustrate New England life very well. (For 
sale by Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. ) 

Word Pictures; Thoughts and Descrip- 
tions from Popular Authors. Boston: D. 
Lothrop & Co.—This volume is better in 
desigu than in execution. It presents a good 
number of selections from English and 
American authors; but the choice of ex- 





tracts is a careless one, and does not ap- 
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prove the editor as a person of critical 
taste. (For sale by Garrigues Brothers.) 





The New England Journal of Education 
continues to absorb rival and kindred pe- 


riodicals and to make growth accordingly. 
One of its latest acquisitions is 7he Kinder- 


garten Messenger. Miss Peabody who has 


edited this periodical will, however, edit a 


any pen pe gag in the Journal. 


~ BUSINESS "DEPARTMENT. 


FoR THROAT DISEASES AND AFFECTIONS 


of the chest, “ Brown's Bronchial Troches,” | % 
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the Throat caused by cold, or Unusual 
Exertion of the vocal organs, in speaking 
in public, or singing, they produce bene- 
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SPEC i Au NOTICE. 


A nice and suitable HoLrpay Girt is an $8 ora 
$6 Box of THe ALLAN Hay Company's unrivalled 
Laundry Soap. With each one sold the Manufac- 
turers present a box of their celebrated WINDSOR 
CoMPANY'’s TOILET SOAP. No charge for cartage. 
Depot 60 E. 23d Street. 


‘MISCEL ‘LAN nOU 8. 


BADIES!: 


Desiring a Sewing Machine in the Sewing Society 
under their charge, are respectfully invited to ad- 
dress the undersigned. Liberal arrangements will 
be proposed and satisfaction guaranteed. Special 
terms to clergymen, 


WEED SEWING MACHINE CO., 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
HOMER BLANCHARD, President. 


(Please mention that you saw this in THe SuUN- 
DAY-SCHOOL — 
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Company, Brook New York. 


1825. 1876. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000,00.  - Assets, $1,572,199.92 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 

WM. @. CROWELL, Beoretary. 


THE 


CHARTER OAK 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF HARTFORD, CONN. 
ASSETS, January Ist, 1876,. . . 
QURPAUB ss 6 cs tt ew e 


$13,266,440.68 
1,292,5643.41 


Insurance effected on all the ee plans. 
erm insurance under the plan o' 


Deposit uinesnos 
culars and a pasnphiets nmed by this company. 


JAS. 0. WALKLEY, Pres. 
8, H. Wurrs, Vice- Pres. and Treas. 


HALSEY STEVENS, Sec’y. 
Ww. L. Squier, Ase’t Sec'y, L. W. MEECH, Actuary. 


AM ERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
Southeast Corner of Fourth and Wadrww Stresta 
Established 1850. 

Assets, January 1, 1875, $4,793,444.58, 
TRUSTEES, 


George W. Hill, Philip B. Mingle, 
Alexander Whilidin, Hon. Alex. G. Cattel 
George Nugent, Isaac Hazlehurst, 
Hon. James Pollock, James L, Claghorn, 
W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett 
Albert ©. Roberts, L. M. Whilidin, 
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000 READEP, have you secured for Your- aa 
ooo Self and Family, for 1876, the most Practical, 000 
= the most Useful, the most Beautiful, and yet 900 

000 the Cheapest Journal in America?—If not, ae 
ooo you will certainly find that Journal in the ooo 
= Amertcan Agricul/urist, which issues its 35th 9°° 

ooo Annual Volume during the Centennial Year. po 
pe The first number is now ready for 200,000 old 000 
000 readers, and 500,000 new ones, who eught to 29° 


000 
ooo have it, and wi? have it, if they learn its real 9909 


on va.ue. 000 

000 000 

000 

ooo 6444 double (or quarto) pages in every num- = 

ao ber, beautifully printed on tine paper. 000 
000 


ogo 45 to 60 Fngravings, beautiful, Sob 


000 pleasing, and instructive, in everynumber. 000 
000 000 
000 000 
000 A Great Variety of Practica’, Reliad’e, ooo 
000 Insfructive Reading in every number, wacful Coe 
bo 0 every MAN, WOMAN, and CHILD, in city, 90° 
ooo VILLAGE, and COUNTRY. 000 
000 000 
coo HOMES FOR THE PEOPLE °° 
ooo Every number of the American Agriculturist soo 
000 gives engraved House Plans, common-sense 900 
000 ith : . 000 
ooo Ches, With all materials required, and the ooo 
ooo cost in detail. Everybody wants a House, or 000 
oo toimproveone. These articles give a world 000 
000 of useful, practical information. ee 
000 000 
pone WOUSFRKEEPERS will find in every 20° 
ooo PUMber much to aid and relieve them in g99 
ooo their Work and Care—not fancy notions, but 000 
000 really useful hints, suggestions, and infor- 99° 
‘ 000 

000 mation. 000 
000 000 
000 CHILDREN of all ages will find in 000 
= every number much to interest and inetruct 20° 
ooo them. 
000 000 
000 A CALENDAR OF WORK (0 de 000 
© done, with useful hints thereon, in the House, 20° 
ooo in the Garden, Orchard, Dairy, and on the ooo 
000 Farm, given in every number, is alone worth 000 
= the whole cost. aoe 


000 


000 
000 000 
000 HUMBUG EXPOSED —No other 000 
ooo Journal in the world so constanily, persis- ps 
000 tent y, and fully exposes the tricks, schemes, 000 
000 and viles of the swindlers, that prey upon ©00 
be every community and every individual. pines 
ooo These exposures alone save its readers mil- 000 
000 lions of dollars, and will save every indi- 000 
ooo Vidual reader many times the cost of the pte 
ooo paper, in bad purchases and bad invest- 000 
000 ments, if not in avoiding bare swindling. 000 
ane 000 

00 000 
000 The above are only a few of the good ooo 
pod features Of the American Agriculturist, that for 00° 
ooo 34 years have made it so acceptable and 80 999 
ooo useful to its great army of subscribers, who 000 
000 are so numerous that the Publishers are 20° 
ooo 2ble to supply the paper at a remarkably low Seo 
000 price. It combines Beauty, and Usefulness to 000 
oo a wonderful degree. Taking into account 2°° 
ooo its Beauty, Value, and Size, it is the Cheapest a 
000 Journal in the World. Everybody wants it, and 000 
goo Should have it. The Centennial Volume 20° 


000 
ooo (for all of 1876) will far excel in value any 900 


000 previous volume. TRY IT. 000 
000 e00 
000 000 
ooo «6‘Wermsa: Only $1.60 a year, sent post-paid ; o00 
000 4 to 9 copies, $1.35 each; 10 copies, $1.30 each, 000 
00 000 


coo ORANGE JUDD COMPANY, Publishers, Soo 


000 - . ‘ 000 
ooo 245 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 000 
000 000 
0000000000000000000009000000000000000000000000 
0000000000000000000000 000000 00000000000000000 
OODOOOODOLOLOOVLOOL0EOODO0 0000 000000000000000000 





You’Li seek in vain for truer thread 
Than the Eureka Twist; 

For faithfulness to promised length, 
Tis highest on the list, 





PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


CHANGE 
IN RATES. 


The following subscription rates, payable 
in advance, were established November 15: 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 
From 1 to 14 copies, - = + $2.15 each. 
“ 16%029 % se + haw ™ 
30 copies and upwards, - - - 1.65 “ 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at 
the time of making their subscription, state 
that they are such, $1.65 each. 

( Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER $ 50. 


This paper published monthly, will be 
sent on receipt of its price, only to subscribers 
of THE Times, who are pastors or superin- 
tendents, and who when ordering it, state 
that they are such. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAP. 
100 Copies, one month, : . $ .60 
100 “ one year, - . - 7.20 
Less than 100 Copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLAR’S QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three months, - - $ 500 
100 “ one year, - - 20.00 
Less than 100 aye at s same rate, 








Subscriptions will be received for any 
portion of a year at yearly rates, 

Additions may be made to a club at club 
rates only during the month in which it is 
formed. 

Subscribers as to have the direction 
of a paper chap should be careful to 
name not only the post-office to which they 
wish it sent, but also the one to which 
it has been sent. All addresses should i in- 
elude both County and State. - 

Any person wri to renew either a 
aingle or club pc ae OM, in connection 
with which his name has not before been 
known to the publisher, will please give the 
name of the person to whom the paper or 
pa: have heretofore been sent. 

Tr the date on the yellow label of address 
is not changed within two weeks after the 
renewal of a subscription, notice should be 
sent to this office. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tux 
Times to their friends can have specimen 
copies sent free from this office to any 


address. 

In ordering the Weekly Lesson Leaf for 
1876, subscribers will please remember that 
the price is now $7 20 a hundred for one ue. 
Subscriptions will be taken for any 
tion of a year, or any fraction of a hun 
copies at the same rate. 

For a full description of plans for THE 
SuUNDAY-SCHOOL THE SCHOLARS’ 
QUARTERLY, or the WrEKLY Lesson 
LxeaF, see the prospectus on another page. 





Now that the date of expiration is plainly 
printed on the yeliow address label of each pa- 
per or package of papers, it will be necessary 
for all subscribers to renew promptly by the 
time thus designated or thew R til will be 
discontinued, 


ADVERTISING RATES 


Advertisements: Per line 
(12 lines to an inch), for each in- 


mation, = snag 
Special otices: Per line (as above), 30 
Reading Matter: Per line (leaded), 50 On. 
DISCOUNTS on the above rates as follows: 
5 per cent. on insertions. 
10 
15 “ “ “ * “ 
> “ ity “ 26 “ 
“ “ “ 52 “ 
vay Copy for Advertisements must be on 
hand by Saturday of the week preceding 
their issue. 





Letters conce Subscriptions or Ad- 
vertisements shoul ning Sum 
JOHN PD. he agro ke 
Business Manager, 


610 CHESTNUT ST., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The New York OrFicE is at the Sun- 
day-school Teachers’ Room, 304 
Fourth Avenue, Y. M. ©. A. Buildi 

E, P. Wauuuse, Agent 
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FOR YOUR 
STUDY, SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
BIBLE-CLASS, AND HOME, 


THE NEW AND 
COMPREHENSIVE MAP 


OF THE 


Holy Land and Bible history 


The size of the Map is four by six feet, printed on 

heavy calendered paper, with substantial canvass 
back, and mounted on Roller and Cornice. 
JAMES H. V. SMITH, 

Publisher & Proprietor, 

Send (three-cent .*%, inclosed) for Complete 

Circulars to JAMES H. V. SMITH & CO., No. 60 

East Washington St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


This Map is highly commended by The Sunday- 
schoos Times, Sunday-school Journal, Sunday-school 
Teacher, Heraid and Presbyter, Christian Times and 
Witnesa, and the numerous Advocates, and many 
prominent Sunday-school workers. 


NOTICE 


United States Centennial Commission, 
Philadelphia, Dec. 20, 1875, 


To prevent any misapprehension on the part of the 
public, the undersigned hereby certify and an- 
nounce that no other CATALOGU E or GUIDE-BOOK 
of the International Exhibition of 1876, containing 
advertisements, other than the Otlficial Catalogue 
published and sold by the “Centennial Catalogue 
Company,” and of which S. M. PETTENGILL & Co, 
are exclusive Advertising Agents, will be 
permitted to be sold within said Exhibi- 
tion grounds during the continuance of 
the Exhibition. 
(Signed, ) A. T. GOSHORN, 
Director-General U. 8. Centennial Commission. 
JOHN WELSH, 
President Centennial Board of Finance, 


Philadelphia Office for the Official Cata- 
— No. 701 Chestnut St. 


“WIDE AWAKE !” 


The New Llustrated Magazine. Now is the time to 
subscribe for 1876. Only $2.00 
0. — & CO., ee, Publishers. 


PRESIDENT FINNEY’ 8 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


$$$ <a — 


ISTMAS MUSIC ! 


Prof. Wm, Johnson, leader of the singing at Beth- 
any Sunday-school, Philadelphia, speaks in terms of 
warm approval of the two pieces of Christmas music, 


“LIST! OH, LIST! THE JOY BELLS RING,” 
AND 
“HOSANNA SONG,” 


the former published in THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES 
for December 11, and the latter in December 25th 
number. 
Either piece of music will be sent, in sheet form, 
to any address, postage paid, for $2.00 per han- 
dread copies. Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnut oo ae tar rs may 





= 

















to all 
cants. 
one of the 
and most 
Catalogues 
* contains 
250 pages, over 600 
engravings, 2 elegant 
ored plates, and gives full 
scriptions, prices, and 
for planting over 1200 
egetable and FlowerS 
Plants, Roses, &c.. and is invaluable 
Farmer, Gardener and Florist. 


D. M. FERRY & CQO., 
Seedsmen and Florists, DETROIT, Mich, 





IAMOND JEWELRY. DIAMONDS RESET TO ORDER. 
18-karat gold Engagement and Wedding Rings, 
T. W. BAILY’S, Jeweller, No. 622 MARKET 8ST, 


RS. MW. A. BINDER’S OPENING OF 
Winter Bonnets and Hats, Dress Trimmings 
Laces, Fancy Goods; also Dressmaking, No. fol 

Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


$3. “BEST” Printing Press. (JUST OUT.) 
Warranted to print Good as $500 
Presses. (With same type.) Send 
Stamp for Specimen. gents 
Wanted in every town. - Cc, 

VANS, Inventor & Manufacturer 





50 North Ninth Street, Philada, | 





REV. 


26 by 37} inches. 


found on its pages. 


deemer’s Kingdom. 


such a paper as suits the times—both in 


THE 


in Fre-hness and Force. 


ADDRESS, 


Rooms 


“FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 





FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE CO., 


721 Chestnut St., 


PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 


TOTEM. 


An amu and instruct- 
ive game for cliildren 
Finely illustrated. Seut 
postpaid for twenty-five 
cents. 

WM. BR. GOULD, 8ne- 
cessor to WEST & LEE 
GAME CO., Worcester, 













Send three cent stamp 
for catalogue of games. 








ELEGANT STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS AS SAM 

PLES, for 25 cents, or 75 cents per dozen. Over 
100 different views of the Holy ook 

J.C. HEABY, Gien’s Falls, N. Y. 


Tu's cheapest of all religious papers is published in unexceptionable style, on 
It uses no outside inducements to secure support, 
It excludes all unworthy advertisements and dry discussione. 
is spared to make it a safe, attractive, and instructive Journal for 


THE FAMILY. 


It breathes a Christian spirit, embracing in its outlook all the branches of the Re- 
Its articles are brief, pointed, varied, 


“NEW RELIGIOUS PAPER. 


THE PRESB) TERIA 


$1.50 A YEAR, IN ADVANCE. 





AAU 


No Extra Charge for Postage. 


ALFRED NEVIN; D.D., LL.D., } 
J. FORD SUTTON, ) 


Editors. 


a sheet 
Its PREMIUMS are 
No effort 


lively, and earnest. It is just 


TERMS AND TONE. 


Dr. NEVIN brings with him to the editorial chair marked ability as well as ripe expe- 
rience, and will keep the paper up to the demands of 


AGE; 


As 25,000 copies of each number of the JouRNAL for a month will be issued and circu- 
culated, there is here a splendid advertising medium. Send on your Subscriptions. Speci- 
men numbers forwarded (postage prepaid), on application. 


REV. J. FORD SUTTON, 
22& 23, ‘Press Building 


» Philad’ a. 


SUNDAY- SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 
THE READERS OF THE TIMES 
Should Patronize the Popular 


Dining and Ice Cream Rooms, 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


912 ARCH SIREET, PHILADELPHIA. 








| ESTABLISHED 1853. 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and ai! 

other slate work on hand or made to order. Fac- 
tory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVENUE. 

WILSON & MILLER, Philadeiphia. 


A Beautiful set ofGum Teeth $15, warranted 

egual to any made; solid gold fillings, $3: 
silver fillings $1. NBW YORK DE 2NT AL ROOMS, 
Established 1851. Dr. MEADER, 1262 6th Avenue, 


<a JAMES McKNIGHT, 
woe Fa >|Punushing Undertake 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


FURNISHING UNDERTAKERS, 


NO. 1216 RACE ST., Philadelphia. 
Hearse, Carriages, etc., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice, Personal attendance og any hour during 

the night or day. . JAMES ATWOOD. 





Marcy’s Sciopticon and Lantern Slides. 
New and brilliant effects. Circulars free. 





SPECIAL offer to SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 
L. J. MARCY, 1340 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





CHURCH ORGANS. 








(Established 1846.) 


J. ESTEY & CO. 


Brattloboro, vt. 
La Send for Titustrated Catalogue. 





PHILADELPHIA WAREROOMS 
FOR THE SALE OF 


ESTEY COTTAGE ORGANS & ARION PIANOS, 


1308 CHESTNUT STREET. 
E. M. BRUCE & CO. 


£ & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 


BOSTON, MASS. 


PIPE ORGANS, 


Of all sizes, for Churches, Chapels, Halls and Parlor. 
An assortment of SECOND-HAND ORGANS for sale 
very low. WATER MOTERs applied. 

Descriptive Circulars and Specifications, with in- 
formation on all subjects connected with our art, 
saemanenanate furnished. 





AGENTS WANTED, 


AGENTS WANTED for our new book on 


MOODY & SANKEY 
And their Work on both Sides af the Sea. 


By an EMINENT CHICAGO DIVINE. & NEIGHBOR Of Mr. 
Moopy for years,and an EYE WITNESS of, and PaR- 
TICIPANT in his great revival meetings in ENGLAND. 
Enaorsed and approved by emicent Christians, 
says Prest Fow Ler of the NortH WESTERN UNI- 
VERSITY :—“ May God gant this book 4 milion reaners, 
and many converts to Christ.” send for circulars to 


AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
118 RanNDOLPH ST, CHICAGO, ILL, 


IMMENSE SUCCESS!! 40,000 of the Genuine 


r i oe ed | 2) eeeeeur 


AN ANGSTON 


already sold, demand increasing. 
interest and spirited illustrations, the millions are 
eager to get it, and mo ood agents are needed at 
once. Profits are splendid, For particulars address, 
HUBBARD BROS,, Publishers, 723 Sansom Street, 
a Pennsy lvania. 








AGENTS WAN ‘TED 


For Dr. March's Great Work, 


NIGHT SCENES. 


In the Bible Sells every where, and always pleas s, 
Tue Coristian Herald says—“ it 18 full of truth, pre- 
cious a8 gens in a style. fgolden purity and beauty.” 
Commeunuecd by Min:steis of ali denominations, the 
Press and leading men everywhere. Send for cir- 
cuiars with full description. Thousands will he 
sold for HOLIDAY #RESENTs. Address J, 
C. McCURDY & CO., 26 8, seventh ot., Phila., Pa. 


‘|S a ais at home. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms ae TRUE & CO., — Maine. 


O: namental Cards, 5 ces gns. 10 cts. m xed 

Cords with name, 10 cts., 20 scquaii tance 
Ca ds, WO cents, postp id. send 'bree-cen: stamp 
for Agent’s Uutiit L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y. 


$6 to $20 oy rng aaa Ste. 


$77 A WEEK to Agents, Old and Young, Male and 
Femaie, in ie aout ty. Terms and OUTFIT 
Maine. Address, . VICKERY & Co. Augusta, 

aine. 


1000 AGENTS WANTED for a New Religious 
» ork popular with all denominations. Fosi- 
tively the very best chance of the year for first- 
class agents, For circulars, address e S. Goud- 
speeu & ¢o., 14 Bar ciay si., N.Y. 


AGENTs ™"4 GRAND NEW BOOK. 


PRESENT CONFLICT, 
of SCIENCE with RELIGION; or, 
MODERN SKEPTICISM MET on its OWN GROUND. 


The grandest theme and most vita! question of the 
day. sy the auchor of “ SCIENCK AND THE BIBLE” 
Every man, woman, and chi d wants to read it. It 
gives the Christian « reason for his faith, proves 
the wonderful disvoveries of Sciencein harmony 
w th God's Word, disproves the Tyndall assertiour 
and destroys the Darwin theory. It sells beyonc 
all expectation First agent sold 38, secoud 17. third 
25 first weck. First agent 3l secund week. Ev-ry- 
body buysit Avuid tue sensafionai trash advertised 
by other publisbers, and secure territory for this 
book, that sells because the peopie need and want 
it. Send for circular and terms to agents, P. W. 
al Bor ER & CO... 518 Arch St.. oases Pa 


$15 SHOT GUN 


A double barrel gan. bar or front action locks; 
warranted genuine twist barrels, and Le good shooter, 
OB NO BALE ; with va Pouch and Wad.-cu ter. for 
#15. Can be sent '' D. with privilege to exam 
Before, pe yy bill. Send stamp for circular & 


OW N, 238 Main Street, Cincinnati, 


———— 
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NEW PUBIICATIONS. 
PRESIDENT FINNEY’S 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


THE 128th VOLUME. 
i . THE MOST EMINENT 
Authors of the day,such 
as Hon. W. E.Giadstone, 
Prof. Max Maller. Prof. 
Huxley, Dr. W. B. Car- 
nter, Prof. ‘tyndatl, 
. a. Proetor. Francis 
Power Cobbe The Duke 
ofArevlil J.A Froude, 
Mrs. Maloch, Mrr. @li- 
ne Mies Thackeray, 
enn Ingelow, Geo. Mac- 
Douald, Wm. Biack, An- 
' thony ‘Trollope, R. BP. 
Blackmore, Matthew Arnoid, Henry 
Kingstey, Thomas Carlyle, W. Je 
Story, Robert tuchanan, ‘Tennyson, 
Browning. and many others, are represented 
in the pages of 


LIPTELLS LIVING AGE. 


In 9876 it will furnish to its readers the produc 
tions of the foremost authors, above named 
and many others, embracing the Serial and 
Short Stories of the 


LEADING FOREIGN NOVELISTS, 


and an Amount unapproached by ony other period cal 
in the w wid of the most valuable literary and scien- 
tifle matter of the day, from the pens of the lead- 
ing Essayists, Scientists, Critics, Discoyv- 
erers, and Editors, representing every depart 
ment of Knowledge and Progress. 

Tue Living Ace (in which “EVERY SATUR- 
DAY” has been merged), is a weekly m° gusine giv- 
ing more than 


THREE AND A QUARTER THOUSAND 


double column octavo pages of reading matter 
yearly, It presents in an inexpensive form, con- 
sidering its amount of matter, with freshness, owing 
to its weekly issue, and with a Satisfactory 
Completeness attempted by no other publica- 
tion, the best Essays, Reviews, Criticisms, Tales, 
Sketches of Travel and Discovery, Poetry, Scientific, 
Biographical, Historical and Political Information, 
from the entire body of Foreign Periodical Litera- 
ture, and from the pens of 
THE ABLEST LIVING WRITERS, 

“Tt reproduces the best thoughts of the best minds 
of the civilized world, upon all topics of living in- 
terest.”’—Philad+lphia In quirer. 

“With it alone a reader may fairly keep up with 
all that is important in the literature, history, poli 
ties, and science of the day.’—The Mithoutst, New 
York. 

“The best of all our eclectic publications.”"— The 


————— 











Nati.n, New Yo k. 
“And the cheapest. A monthly that comes every 
week.” —T e Advance, Chicago. 


“A pure and perpetual reservoir and fountain of 
entertainment and instruction.’ —Hon. Robert C 
Wenthrop. 

“Fairly without a rival."’—Congregationalist, Bos- 
ton, 

“The best 
Cuyler. 

“Tndispensable to every one who desires a thor- 
ough compendium of all that is admirable and 
noteworthy in the literary world.”— Boston Poat. 

“Ought to find a place in every American home.” 
New York Temes. 

ae Now is the time to subscribe, beginning with 
the New Volume and New Year. 

Published WEEKLY at $ a year, free of postage ; or 
for $10.50 THe Living AGk and either one of the 
American $4 Monthlies (or Harper's We kly or Bazar, 
or Appleton's Jewrna/’, weekly) will be sent for a year, 
both postpaid; or, for $9.50, THK LiviNe AGE and 
Scribner's St. Nicholas, 


Address, LEUPTTELL & GAY, Boston, 


PRESIDENT FINNEY’S 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! 


periodical in) America,”’—Rev, Dr. 


A new book for Conventions, Singing, Classes, and 
Churches, 


“THE CHOICE.” 


BY JAS, MCGRANAHAN & C. C. CASE, 
THE BREST AND ONLY 


the Pups” | CHOICE! 


‘The Papiis’ 
Rvery body's 

Contains 192 pages, embracing Entirely New Sing- 
ing School+ Department; Original and Striking 
Exercises and Examples; Stirring Part-Songs and 
Choruses; Beautifl Solos; Rousing Rounds and 
Graceful Glees 


EVERYTHING CHOICE, 


AN Wanting in most works of the kind. 

‘he “Choice” contains a large col 

IMPORTANT lection of standard Church Tunes, 
FRATURE for use of Choirs and Congrega 


tions, and 
SIXTY PAGES OF ANTHEMS. 
Price, 74 cents; $7.50 per dozen. Single Specimen 
Copies sent, post-paid, on receipt of retail price, 
PUBLISHED BY 
JOHN CHURCH & OO., 
* LYOINNATI, 0. 


“ SPEAKING, PIECES.” 


\ny boy or girl wanting to find fresh Poetry, Ora 
tions, Dialogues, Charades, ete., to speak at exhibi 
tions, should take the New Eagland Journal of Bducu 
cation, Boston, Mass. and have the benefit of Mrs M 
BR. C. Blade's School Exhibition De partinent 
stamp for copy 
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PERIODICALA, ETC. 


» Se 


CHRISTIAN UNION. 


REV. HENRY WARD BEECHER, Editor. 


Ellinwood’s authorized verbatim reports each week of Mr. Beecher’s 


SERMONS IN PLYMOUTH CHURCH. 


All his Jiterary productions, including the characteristic ‘Star Paper,” will be ; iven. 
SERIAL STORIES BY 
REV. EDWARD EVERETT HALE, 
(Author of a “ Man without a Country,” etc.) 
HON. ALBION W- TOURGEE, 


Judge of the Superior Court of North Caro'ina, (Author of ‘‘Toinette,” etc.) 


MRS. HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, 


(Author of “ Uncle Tom's Cabin,” etc.) 


PEs 


A Comprehensive Family Religious Newspaper. Terms, 
$3.20 per year, postage prepaid. To Clergymen, $2.60. 


A gentleman writes: “It occurs to me that there are thousands of people that, if they only 
thought of it, would like to subscribe for the CuristiAN Unton just to show thir apprecia- 
tion cf Mr. Beecher. What can those numerous friends do better and easier to show their 
love and respect for him than by sending the price of the paper? I do believe that the cir- 
culation of the paper can be doubled by people that would be glad to do it if their attention 
were called to the matter. By the way, it occurs to me (I must be the first ‘convert’) that I 
have a friend in the country (whose address [ inclose) that would enjoy the p»per. I inclose 
the requisite amount.” 


CONTRIBUTORS AND CONTRIBUTIONS. 


Among our special contributors are Rev. Edward Eggleston, D D., Rev. Leonard Bacon, 
DD, of New Haven, Prof. Noah Porter,«f Yale College, Rev. Lyman Abbott, Rev. Thos 
K. Beecher, Rev. Joseph P. Thompson, Mrs. Mary B. Dodge, Mrs. Amelia Barr, and, in. 
brief, the leading writers of the country. 

Mrs. Stowe will write exclusively for this paper, as in the past. The several departments 
will embrace the Outlook, or brief comments on current event», editorials, stories, poetry, 
contributed articles on various subjects, teviews of books, the Household, the Little Folks, 
the Church and the Week, comprising the leading news, bith sacred and secular, Questions 
and Answers, Uppermost Topics, Farm and Garden, Scientific and Sanitary, Art, and Finan- 
cial. In add tion to this, arrangements have been ¢ {fected to give greater prominence to the 
Sunpay-ScHoot DEPARTMENT, to meet the needs of teachers and scholars, Music, secular 
and sacred, will continue to form a prominent feature, and we shall print, during the year, 
chvice composi icns that would, if purchased in sheet form, cost much more than the sub- 
scription price of the paper. 


Agents Wanted. Special Terms. 
SEND FOR PARTICULARS. 
HENRY M. CLEVELAND, HORATIO C. KING, 
_ Publisher. Ass*t Publisher. 
37 PARK PLACE, New York. 


PRESIDENT FINNEY’S 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 
ROWN OF LiF 


Ee eee) 
For Sunday Schools. 


By W. A. Oanex, author of New Gilver of which 
over 500,000 have been sold. Nearly every specimen copy 
examined brings an order fora supply. $3.60 per dozen, 
Specimen copy, 35 cts. SB" Specimen pages free to all. 


ILVER CAROL 


Ki N G of Day-School and Ju- 
venile Singing Books. 
** Just what we have long wanted,’’ is the praise from 


every direction, $5 per dozen. Ask your bookseller for it, 
or send S0cts. for sample copy. S@*Specimen pages free. 


NTHEM CHO! 


The most popular work extant for open- 
ing and closing choir service, also con- 
vention use. $10.50 per doz. Sample 


copy $1. B@ Specimen pages free. 


W.W. WHITNEY, TOLEDO, O. 


K’ NDERGARTEN.—The Kindergarten Messen 


INNING WORDS—A Sunday-school Paper 

for the young—grows in favor each year. Pub- 

lished monthly and semi-monthly. Send fora spe 

cimen before ordering your Sunday-school Paper 
for 1876. ALFRED MARTIEN, 

21S. Seventh Street, Phila. 


Stiff 
Cloth 
Cover 
Binds 
Strong 
Keeps 
Papers 
Nice 
Fifteen Dollars per hundred 
EBEN SHUOTE, 


International 8. 8, Supply Company, 


36 Bromfield St., Boston. 


Scholars’ 
Quarterly 
And 
Lesson 
Paper 
Cover 
And 
Binder 


Twenty cents single. 


DWrOurroOM” 








ger is merged in the New England Journat of 
Education, Boston, Mass. Miss E. P. PeaBopy 
edits hereafter a Kindergarten Department in 


~ a 
The New England. Preachers and parents interested 


CHOICE GLEE BOOKS !) "eisai Sti 
FOR HOLIDAYS. nes — 


y ANTE: D.- Old Agents, Ladies, and (ler 





Send | 





AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY rymen, to solicit Subscriptions for a New Re 
‘ Ug 


ious Work Highly commended by Clergymen 
tf all denominations lerms litera! Address J 
Philadelphia, 


121513 Chestnut St., Pa. |. Firen, Publisher, Box 4, Harttor’, Conn, 





WORTH REPEATING. 


“JESUS OF NAZARETH 
PASSETH BY.” 


\ .HAT means this eager, anxious thron::, 
Pressing our busy streets along 

There wondruus gatherings day by day ” 

What means this strange commotion, }:ray 

Voices, in accents hushed, r+ piv, 

** Jesus of Nazareth pasgeth ly ! 


E’en children feel the potent spell. 
And baste their new-found jy to tell ;. 
In crowds they to the place repair 
Where Christians daily bow in prayer. 
Hosannas mingle with the cry 

* Jesus of Nazareth passeth hy !”’ 


Who is this Jesus? Why should be 
The city move so mizhtily ? 

A passiny stranver, has he skil! 

lo charm the multitude at wil! ? 
Again the stirring tones reply, 
“Jesus of Nazareth passeth |y ! 


Jesus! ‘tis he who once below 

Man’s pa'hway trod, ’mid pain and woe 
And burdened heeris, where’er he came, 
Brought out their sick, and deaf, and lame 
Blina men rejoiced to hear the cry, 

* Jesus of Nazareth passeth by !” 


Again he comes; from place to place 
His holy footprints we cian trace: 
He pauses at our threshold—nay, 
He enters, condescends to stay ! 
Shall we not gladly raise the cry, 

* Jesus of Nazareth passeth by?’ 


Bring out your sick, and blind, and lame, 
Tis to restore them Jesus came ; 
OCumpassion infinite you'll find 

With boundless power in him combined. 
Come quickly, while salvation s nigh, 
‘Jesus of Nazureth passeth by!’ 


Ye sin-sick souls who feel your need, 
He comes to you, a friend indeed 
Rise fiom your weary, wakeful conch, 
Haste to secure his healing touch, 

No longer sadly wait and sigh, 

** Jesus of Nazareth passeth by !~ 


Ho! all ye heavy laden, come! 
Here’s pardon, comfort, rest, a home ; 
Lost wanderers from a Father’s race, 
Return, accept his proffered grace ! 
Ye tempted, there’s a refuge nigh, 

“: Jesus of Nazareth passetn by !” 


Ye who are buried in the grave 

Of sin, his power alone can save 

His voice can bid your dead sonts live, 
True spirit, life, and freedum give. 
Awake ! arise! for strength apply, 
‘Jesus of Nazareth passeth by! ’ 


But if you still this call refuse, 

And dare such wondrous love abuse, 
Soon will be sadly from you turn, 
Your bitter prayer in justice sp rn: 
“ Too late! too late!” will be the cry, 
* Jesus of Nazareth has pasedby ! ’ 


PALESTINE EXPLORATION. 


From a letter in the New York Tribune. 


As regards inscriptions I may say that, 
no matter how thoroughly an explorer may 
examine, new ones are likely to be ee 
to light every year. An old ruin may fall 
down, or a fountain or house be repaire:|, 
or a mill be built, bringing to light stones 
with inscriptions which had been met 
nowhere else. In all the places that M. 
Waddington visited, and [ also visited, | 
found from two to eight and ten inscrip- 
tions which he bad not seen. At Gerash 
M. Waddington was not there, howeve) ) 
I copied and took impre-sions of over 4) 
inscriptions, ali of which were Greek ex- 
cept three or four Latin ones. This was 
only surface gleaning, which I do no: 

retend to have been at all thorough. One 
ong Greek inscription of 17 lines, in 
excellent preservation, was dug out of the 
ground only Jast year by a man who was 
making a raceway for his mill. I copied 
it, and took also a good impression of it. 
Moreover, the Aramaic inscriptions are fur 
more numerous in portions of the Hauran 
than scholars bave generally supposed, 
and if they can be collected with care im- 
portant details may be brought to light 
re'ating to the history of an interesting 
people. In some cases, as, for in+tance, at 
Betn Gamul, an exceedingly interesting 
place 16 miles scuthwest from Bozrah, 
which only two Europeans had succeeded 
in reaching previ us to the visit of our 
own party, the stones are being carted to 
other and distant cities and villages, be- 
cause this is easier than getting new onex 
from the quarries, and thus important 
inscriptions are every year being scattered 
or destroyed. . . . 

In all the cities cf the Hauran one is 
constantly surprised at the great number 


— 





‘of Christian churches that once flourished 


there, aud which still exist partly or en 
tirely in ruins, In the early Chris ian ages 
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this region was ——- populated, and the 


inhabitants were inte nt, enterprising, 
and pros . These Christian churches 
pr chan side by side with a heathen 
temple. The heathen temples were mag- 
nificent, possessing columns, gates, and 
porticos, all of which excite the admira- 
tion of the beholder. But, as a rule, the 
space within was small, They were not 
built to accommodate numbers. Christian 
churches, on the other hand, while not so 
vast or splendid in exterior appearance, 
were designed for the use of the people. 
Congregations, and not the priests alone, 
gathered in them to worship. In some 
cases old heathen temples have been en- 
larged and converted into churches. At 
Gerash there are near the centre of the 
city the ruins of a Christian church which 
must have been an elegant and costly 
structure of great, unusual size. I saw, 
also, the ruins of three or four churches in 
different parts of the city. At one time as 
many as thirty-one bishops were subject 
to the primate of Bostra (or Bozrub). 


FREE PREACHING. 
By Bishop Huntington, in The Churchman 


le the unliturgical bodies the function 
of preaching has been re/atively over- 
done, and the relative worth of it asa 
means of grace overrated. Even Clement, 
of Alexandria, scholar and philosopher as 
he was, deprecated the preference for the 
“ diatribe” rather than the church ser- 
vice. But of all our dangers inordinate 
care for excellence, real excellence, in 
sermons is not one of the most imminent. 
It was a saying of Francis de Sales that 
ignorance in a priest was almost as bad as 
malice, and that knowledge in him was a 
kind of eighth sacrament. We need not 
go quite so far, but if we abide with all the 
great authorities we should be stopped 
trom disparaging it. Our argument now, 
however, is tor the free use of all the 
preacher’s possible strength outside of the 
walls which inclose a drilled and polished 
congregation, where he will speak eye to 
eye with his matter-of-fact auditory, and 
where a manuscript will be impossible 
Next after the danger of unvarying « x- 
temporization—which runs to what Mr. 
Carlyle calls “ phosphorescent punk and 
nothingness ’—is that of an unvary ng 
and inert reading froma paper, which runs 
toa dry rattle of a The main 
consideration is, How are our brothers’ 
souls to be saved? It is because in all the 
land these are waiting to be called from 
death to life, the church’s foundation is to 
be cleared of rubbish, materialism is to be 
spiritualized, disbelief is to be convinced, 
apathy is to be vitalized—that both a sta- 
tionary and a free and forth-going min- 
istry are to lift their voice, in church and 
out of church, in season and out of season, 
beseeching men, in Christ’s stead, to be 
reconciled to God, The word translated 
“ out of season,” certainly does not mean 
twice on Sunday and no more, and Timo- 
thy, to whom it was used, was not wholly 
confined to a parish at Ephesus, Must 
not every judgment answer to the address 
of a leading teacher to a class of divinity 
students: “ Make your ministry reach the 
people, in the forms of the purest culture 
if you can, but reach the people; with 
classic language, if it may be, but reach 
the people. A preacher had better work 
with nothing but mother-wit, a quick con- 
science, and a Saxon Bible, than to vault 
into an aerial ministry, in which only the 
‘upper classes’ shall know or care any- 
thing about him.” In the midst of the 
Method.st movement. in the last century, 
when the ice-period of the Estabiishment 
was breaking up, Dr. Johnson attributed 
the Wesleyan success to the fact that the 
preachers acquired a plain and familiar 
way of expressing themselves, “ which ” 
he takes pains to add, “clergymen of ge- 
nius and learning ought to do from a prin- 
ciple of duty.” When they do not the 
glacial epoch creeps back. 





MISQUOTATION. 
From The Spectaioi 

E bave read somewhere of a youn 

preacher who, after he had deliver 
an eloquent sermon before a learned as- 
sembly, was beckoned aside by one of the 
‘‘ fathers,” who thus addressed him: “ Mr. 
So-and-so, twice in yoursermon to-day you 
quoted Scripture, and oddly enough, in 
both instances, you misquoted. You did 
not alter the sense of the passages, to be 
sure, but you used sort of an off-hand 
translation of your own, instead of the 
grand old ‘ Authorized version.’ Take an 
vid man’s advice, and never do so again. 
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When you quote from a writer, whether 
sacred or profane, always be at bre ay 
to verify the quotation.” Mit quotation is 
not, however, limited to energetic pulpi- 
teers. In the hurry of modern require- 
ments—daily newspapers, magazines, and 
reviews—it has become rather an un- 
fashionable thing to be tied by rule, and 
authors of repute, whose example may 
prove infectious, — do not condescend 
to verify, and often fall into dangerous 
forms of paraphrase. Emerson says that 
“there are great ways of borrowing,” and 
that “next to the originator of a good 
sentence is the first quoter of it ;” but he 
cannot have meant to give any sancticn 
for a gypsy-like disfiguration in the pro- 
cess of transference. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


puqlic or private school, or in the Sunday- 
school, vou need the valuable information 


Hs TO TEACH.—Whether a Teacher in a 


given each week in the New England Jow nal of 


Education, Boston, Mass.—the largest and best Edu- 
eational Journal in the world. Send stamp for 
specimen, 


PRESIDENT FINNEY’S 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


YOING TO SCHOOL.—Fvery 

Y parent having a child attending School 
should read each week the New Englanga Journal 
of Education, Boston, Massachusetts, and know 
whether the teaching their children receive is the 
best and according to the best methods or not. Send 
stamp for copy 


EST CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUTE. 
Ne. 4035 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 

This Boarding and Day School is delightfully 
situated in West Philadelphia, and combines adyan 
tages of both city and country. For circulars with 
references address the Principal, Mrs, J. A. BOGARDUS 


WM. FEWSMITH’S 


SCHOOL. 
Rooms Central and Commodious 
Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 
1008 Chestnut St., Phila. 


CRITTENDEN’S 
NEW BUSINESS COLLEGE, 


1324 Chestnut St., Philadeiphia. 
SAM’L W. CRITTENDEN, Principal. 
Author of “ Crittenden’'s Treatise on Book-keep- 
ing.” No classes. Separate rooms for Ladies. 


Evening sessions, after September 15th. Send for 
circulars giving full particulars. 


J. &R. LAMB.59.CARMINE ST.N.Y 
Pulpits° CHAIRS COMMUNION Tables 
Exclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 


Silk S. S. Banners in colors & gold, $6. 
Catalogues, 350 Lilus., post-free, 15 cts. 


JOHN GIBSON-—Plain, Decorative, and Fresco Painting. 
Glass Stainers, Modern and 
JR G. H. GIBSON, Antique Church Glass, Ete. 


123 and 125 S. Eleventh Street, Phila. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Ratablished in 1837. 








Superior Bells of Capper and Tin 
mounted with the best Rotary Hang 
ings, for Churches, Schools, Farms 


‘actories, Court Houses, Fire Alarms, 
Tower Clocks, Chimes, etc. Fully 
Warrante 1. 

Ilustraced Catalogne sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, 
102 and 104 Bast Second &t. Cinciunad 


916 ARCH SO HILADELPHIA. 916 


THOMAS M. FREELAND, 


FURRIER. 
We have ready a fine stock of Ladies’ Furs made for 
first-class trade, which we will sell at the lowest 
rates. Alterations aud repairs done in the best 
manner. 
SEAL SACQUES. SABLE, BLACK MARTEN, CHIN- 
CHILLA, SEAL. OTTER AND BEAVER SETS. 


FLORIDA MOSS—FLORIDA ™ORS8, 
Decorate your Homes aud the Church with the 


Beautiful FLORIDA MOSS. Large 50c., $1 and #, 


packages sent, postpaid, by mail. Price, & per 
barrel, on board cars or steamer. Cash to aceom 
pany orders, (Orange Groves, Farms, City and 


Country Residences, ete., for sale and exehange. 
Address, C. A. LINCOLN, Real Estate Agent, Jack 
sonville, Florida. 

4#5~Kefers to Hon. Marshal) Jewell, P.M. G, 


10 PER CENT. NET. 
Improved Farm First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guar 
anteed, We loan not to exeeed one-third of the 
value ascettained by personal inspection, In many 
years’ business have never lost a dollar. We pay the 
interest promptly semi-annually in New York. No 
customer of Ours ever waited a day for interest. not 
en during the hardest time that Kunsas is likely 
ever to see, Hey prosperity is now certain send tor 
particulars. References in every State in the Union 
J.B. WATKINS « CO., Lawrence, K 
4&e Collections throughout the We-t as} 


°nNSAS, 


nchilty. “ca 





NEw PUBLICATIONS 


WESTMINSTER 
QUESTION BOOK. 


FOR 1876. 


BY THE REV. WILLARD M, RICE, D.D 


A HAND-BOOK FOR TEACHER AND SCHOLAR. 


PRICE 818 PER 100 NET. 
PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, 


1334 Chestnut St., Philada., Pa. 


ae To prevent delay in the receipt of the Ques 
tion Book, schools will please order as early as pos- 
sible. We would like to have such orders now, and 
deliver the books during January. 


JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 


JUST ISSUED 


BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


How to Teach the Little Folks 


FOR INFANT SCHOOLS, 
TEACHERS AND PARENTS. 
By Mr. Tyler, Mrs. Alden, Faith Latimer, and 
Mrs. Partridge. 


18meo. Cloth. Price 30 Cents, 


Please address orders to 


JOHN A, BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 


PRESIDENT FINNEY’S 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


EREAN YES WYATIO PIBLE 
SERIES J IVAL LESSONS 


1876. Fourth Year. 1876. 


BEST SERIES OF LESSON HELPS PUBLISHED. 


1. Sunday-school Journal. Monthly. J 
H. Vincent, D.D., editor. Particularly adapted to 
the wants of Superintendents, Teachers, and ad 
vanced Scholars. Single copy, sixty-five cents a 
year, six or over to one address, fifty-five cents 
each, 

2. Lessen Leaf Four pages a month, for 
Scholars only. 544 cents a year. $5.50 per 100. 

3. Lesson Compend. [nidispensable toevery 
Teacher. Isa digest of the best thoughts, and ex 
planations of the best Bible Scholars of all ages, in 
connection with the lessons for the year. Per copy, 
sixty cents, 


4. Berean Question Book. Contains 


every lesson for the year, with Scripture, Topic 
Text, Questions, Outlines. ete., ete. Prive, 15 
cents, 


5. Picture Lesson Paper. For Primary 
Classes. Eight pages a month. Is the most elegant 
“Juvenile” in America, So arranged that it can 
be divided into four pages, one for each Sunday 
in the month, Price, twenty-six cents per an 
num, 


6. The Leaf Claster. Quarterly Leaves, 
each 28-46 inches tn size Hlustrated in colors 
Bold, beautiful type. Printed om good paper 


Price, per year, 4; per quarter, $1. Will serve a 
class of any size fora year. May be protitably used 
in mission schools, and for general review in all 
schools, Every infant-class in the country should 
have a copy. 

7. Whedon's Commentary. Vol. Lr. 
Old Testament Series. Joshua to 1 Samuel, By M. 
8S. Terry. Price, $2.0. And Vol, Il], New Testa 
ment Series. Acts and Romans. By Dr. Whedon. 
Price, $1.75. 

The volumes on the Old Testament are larger 
and contain over a third more muattter than those 
on the New Testament. 

All subscriptions to either of the periodicals must 
expire with March, June, September, or December. 

The Postage is prepaid by the Publishers, as re- 
quired by law. 

Cash must accompany each order, 


A aa ress, 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, 80 Broadway, N. Y. 





s The National Sunday School Teacher, 


f.C. HAZARD, Eprror. The Pioneer Sunday 
School Magazine. Undenominational. Evangelical, 
Best, Contributions, Best Tessons, Best Mditer 
$1.50 per year, No S.S. Mayazine 


Specimen Copy sent 


oO popular 
on application to 


* Adams, Blackmer, & Lyon Pub. Co., Chicago. 


ticulars, lists of books, et« 
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o 
NEW PUBLICATIONS 
EVANGELICAL. UNDENOMINATIONAL. 
AMERICAN 


SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER, 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


Reduced rates for 1876.) Single copies 


81.20 per annum. Send forsample. Address the 
publisher, CHARLES B. HOLMES, 608 North Fourth 
Street, St. Louis, Mo 


109 Fulton St, 
New York. 


merican 
OO K 


Eixchange. 





Furnish all new and second-hand books, magazines 
and reviews. Want second-hand books and back 
numbers and volumes of periodicals. Books, new 
and old, loaned to all parts of the United States 


Book Exchange Monthiy, 5 cents a year, gives par 


JOHN B. ALDEN, Manager. 


Giinistiay ar] Work 
T. De Witt Talmage, Editcr, 


Offers Inducements to Agents, Subscribers, and 
Readers Never Defore Presented, 
EDITORIALS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGK. 
SERMONS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAG EH. 


EXPLAINED EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE, 
“A GOOD YEAR,” 


A NEW SERIAL by Dr. BAKER, of Boston, who enys 
* Please God, it shall be the best story T have ever writen, 





gomts Wanteci 
FOR EVERY TOWN IN 


The United States and Canada, 


to whom such inducements will be offered that they 
are sure to drop everything else and go to work for 


THE CHRISTIAN AT WORK, 
TERMS :—%5 per year, in advance. 


B. R. CORWIN, Publisher, 


Seu «(102 Chambers Sireet, New York. 


TWO GRAND SUCCESSES! 


RICHARDSON'S NEW METHOD 


FOR THE FIENGFORTE. 


The ne plus ul ra of Pianoforte Distruction Books 


Cannot be excelled, or even approached by its count 
less Competitors, Stands far abovethem all, Used 
by thousands of the best music teachers, and sold by 
all Book and Musie Dealers. Hundreds of thousands 
sold, and the demand as vreat as ever 


Price, 83.75, tor which it will be mailed, post 


free, to any address 


CLARKE'S NEW METHOD 


FOR REED ORGANS. 


Phis, tor Reed Tnstruments ust What the other 


is forthe Piano, It has withstood extensive review 
and comparisons, and is pronounced by teacher 
ane musicians to be the best instruction bo« 
kind ever published For sale everywhere 


rk of its 


Price, 82.50. for which it will be mailed, post 


free, to any address 


i cel 


OLIVER DITSON & CO. 


BOSTON. 


«. HH. Ditsen & Co... J. FE. Ditson A&A Co.. 


TH BROADWS SUCCESSORS TO LEE & WALKER, 


New York Philadelphia. 


“The pictorial embellishments are of a high order of 


excellence, and as rare artis ic specimens have p: rhaps 
never been surpassed in any work of similar design.” 
NEW York TRIBUNE, 


THE NEW ILLUSPRATED BOOK, 


A CENTURY AFTER: 


Picturesque Glimpses of Philadelphia and 
Pennsylvania, 


EDITED BY RICHARD HENRY STODDARD. 


illustrations by Moran, Darley, Woodward, Bensell, 
heppard, Schell, and others. 


pa yen toned pa 
Complete in Fifteen parts Fitts 
ents each. \eents Watited everywhere. Parties 
esiding in localities where \@ents have not been 
ippointed itn cobot i the work dressing the 
Piablished 


er ize 1x12 


ALLEN, LANE & SCOTT, AND J. W. LAUDEKBACH 
233 South Fifth Street. Philadelphia. 
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THE OUTLOOK F 


< FOR 1876. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 





H. CLAY TRUMBULL, Editor. GEO. A. PELTZ, Associate Editor. _ JOHN WANAMAKER, Publisher. 


HE plans of Tux Sunpay-scHoon Times for 1876 are broader and more complete than ever. The representative of the Sunday-school cause keep pace with 
T rapid progress of thought and work in its sphere. — : _ at va 


INTERNATIONAL LESSON HELPS. 


Ite lesson-helps form a series not to be excelled. They include: 

1. An Exposition of the Lesson by William Ormiston, D.D., who as a skilled teacher and thorough Bible student shows rare power in adapting the lesson-truths practically 

2. N a Hi 5S tea hers, by “ Faith Latimer” (Mrs. J. A. Mill f Louisville, K experi primary-class 

. Norma! Hints to Primary-class teachers, by “ Fai t: ’ (Mrs. J. er, of Louisville, Ky.), herself an enced 

8. A brief Application of the spiritual truths of each lesson, by the Rev. A. J. Gordon, of Boston. “ eee 

4. Bible Lights on the lesson, or parallel and illustrative pture texts, to show at a glance the bearing of Scripture on Scripture. 
5. Selected Illustrations, to aid the teacher in understanding and applying lesson-truths. 
6. 
if 
8, 











An Eclectic Commentary, or the best thoughts of the ages on the Bible Corn the lesson. 
re wes ow poet the Black board, or the _— ~% wh nee hy Vs inson, | Detroit, and others. 
ghts from Bible Lands, A series of sketches of travel, and of Oriental illustrations, by well known scholars and travelers, including Henry J. Van Lennep, D.D. 
author of the The Oriental Album, Bible Lands, etc,; also the Rev. W. L. Gage, the well-known Bible geographer, who visi estine i . made 
special examination of localities considered in the lessons for 1876, Tr visited ae seuemesittionnes 
9 Review plans by John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn., a master-workman in review methods, 
10. Special articles by competent and distinguished writers calculated to aid parents and teachers in the study of the lessons of the year. 


NORMAL HELPS. 


In the ae ¢ helps to Sa ae ee = from = lesson a’. Sar d aa 

A series of Normal papers, on met of work in every department e Sunday (showing what should be done, and wh cula' servi 
superintendents, and teachers, and to local normal-classes. " Pi, CNS to te of seth taies 

“Words of Workers,” a collection of the best sayings of the best Sunday-school workers on classified themes of Sunday-school work. 

A Bible exercise for the Sunday-school concert, as often as once a month, 

Specimen exercises for opening and closing schools. for installing teachers, and for various special occasions. 

Descriptive sketches of specimen Sunday-schools in city and country—chureh and mission schools. 


OTHER ATTRACTIONS. 


As a Sunday-school newspaper Tue Tres is to retain its foremost place, giving in convenient and classified form Sunday-school intelli parts 
including reports of conventions, institutes, associations, normal-classes, with the most valuable addresses of leading Diedag-aalncel workers, oe ee of Ge world, 

Its columns of Home Reading are to be supplied with the choicest original material from the pens of the best writers. As an earnest of the good things to be provided in 
this department it may be mentioned that among those who have contributed to it within a. few weeks are John Hall. D.D., C. H. Toy, D.D., Theodore Cuyler, D.D., M. 
B. Riddle, D.D., Edward Egzleston, D.D., Geo Dana Boardman, D.D.. W. H. VanDoren. D.D, Peter Stryker, D.D., J. T. Crane, D.D., the Rev. Messrs. Washington Gladden 
B. L. Agnew, Samuel W Duffield, Lyman Abbott, Asa Bullard, Joseph H. Twichell, G. B. Willcox, and Spencer Kennard, W. C. Prime, LL. D., John 8 Hart LL D., Gen. O 0 
Howard, Mary E. Bradley, Margaret EB. Sangster, Mrs. W. F. Crafts, Mary B. Dodge, and Mrs. E. Oakes Smith. These and many such strong writers may be counted on for 1876. 
sa Cholce retigious and miscellaneous selections from American and European fournals, under the head of ‘‘ Worth Repeating,” will add to the value of the paper in the Chris- 

n household. 
P = = be en} to make its reviews and notices of current literature so thorough and discriminating as to give to the reader an understanding of the character and merits 

of the works considered. 

Indeed, it is intended to make this paper in all departments worthy of its foremost place in the Sunday-school world. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


The following subscription rates, payable in advance, were established November 15th : 


From 1 to 14 Copies - $2.15 each, (which includes 15 Cents for id L 
From 15 t029 "= = «1.90 ve : “ for prepaid postage.) 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 S 6 6 ss “ 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time of making their subscription, state that they are such. $1.65 each. 


A NEW FEATURE. . 


To secure to superintendents, for use in the desk, helps to which the teachers and scholars have not access, 


“THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER” 


is to be issued monthly, containing for each week blackboard outlines, suggestions for comment and remark, review questions, and appropriate illustrati Thi per wi 
sent on receipt of i's price, 50 cents, only to subsoribers of Tut Times, who are p»stors or superintendents, and who when eoltbes it, sate that they are = aPe ot Re 
The above rates include postage, which will be prepaid at the office of publication. 


SCHOLARS’ HELPS. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


A handsome Lesson Leaf on colored paper—a different color for each Sunday of the month—will be published, to aid scholars in their study. This Leaf 
Lesson Text, the Topic, and Golden Text, @ list of Home Readings, a Lesson Outline, and questions to aid the scholar not only in his siientinniian of the fhe wey in tne 


practical application of its truths. 
“THE SCHOLAR’S QUARTERLY.” 


There is also offered for the new year a collection in small quarto form of the twelve lessons of each three months, with a quarterly review outline for the thirteenth Sunda 
With the Soripture text of each lesson will be given marginal references ; and the pronunciation of proper names will be indicated. Brief explanatory notes to aid the scholars : 
their study ; suggestions to teachers and scholars as to methods of work ; a compact Bible dictionary or alphabetical explanation of terms, and description of persons, places, and 
customs included in the lessons; a map of Palestine in the time of Saul and a preliminary sketch of the subjects of study, by the Rev. William Ormiston, D.D., of Kew York 
will aid in making Tae ScHoLar’s QUARTERLY the most complete and valuable help to scholars published on the International Lessons. The objections raised by many against 
Gctageed Lame Leaves are hea 2 Se is “ aens time icon improvement over the old-fashioned question book. 

e lesson questions in both Tae Week ty Lesson Lear and Tue ScHo.ar’s QUARTERLY, and the review outlines, will be prepared by John B. Smith, 
—who is unequaled in this line of work—the whole being revised by H. Clay Trumbull, recently Normal Secretary of the ‘American Sandep-esboal toot yen hewn 
chief of Tue Sunpay scHoon Times. : 

In ordering the Weekly Lesson Leaves subscribers should state the month for which they desire to have them commience; if ibey do not, the Leaves will be sent for the 
month following the date of receiving the order. 

Subscribers not receiving Lessons by the tenth of the month previous to their date, will please notify the Business Manager, so that they may be forwarded at once. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF: {46 0, Copies one moni - _- & 60 
9 bi e 


THE SCHULAR'S QUARTERLY:\360 8°? One cam.” F808 





NEW YORK OFFICE: JOON DPD. WATTLES, 
304 FOURTH AVENUE, BUSINESS MANAGER, 


E. P. WALLING, Agent. 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 

















